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The Church on the Hill 


Here it stands in splendor, to many it is known 
This edifice constructed of wood and of stone. 

Its steeple rising so high and so fair 

Like hands held together in reverent prayer. 

And there at its top that symbol of old, 

The emblem of Christ — that cross of bright gold. 
In sorrow and happiness, in struggle and strife, 

It plays such a great part through all of our life. 
‘Twas erected by man, but by God’s own will, 
Our House of Worship — the Church on the Hill. 


Here as infants so small to the altar we trod 

To be cleansed of our sins and be given to God. 
Then in youth we confirm our pledges anew; 
Our trust in the Saviour, His will but to do. 

As most honored guests — at the Lord’s invitation, 
We come to His table in hallowed celebration. 
Here in holy wedlock in God’s name we unite 
That as husbands and wives we may walk in His light. 
And in sorrow we gather and hear that sad knell 
As to our dear loved ones we bid fond farewell. 
Thus structure by man was but only God's will, 
Our House of Worship — the Church on the Hill. 


Here we see that bright Star, hear the Angel Chorus sing, 
Proclaiming to the world the Birthday of a King; 

A King that was sent to save souls from all loss, 

And we follow our King on the road to the cross. 

Here our hearts sing in gladness, our thanks sent to heaven 
For that great Easter message — “the Saviour is risen”. 
Thus all through the year we hear our pastor convey 

The words of the Bible on each Sabbath day. 

May it long stand in glory — ’tis here by God’s will, 

Our beloved St. Paul’s — the Church on the Hill. 


— Imma A. Hitch 
(4 member of St. Paul's) 


Nore: Because of its location, St. Paul's Church is known as “The Church 
on the Hill”. This name is used on our letterheads. We are proud 
of this name as a constant reminder of the words of our Lord in 
Matthew 5 — “A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid... . . 


your light shine before men”. 
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100 in a ao to 


Al Aistory of 


Saint Pauls 


Evangelical Lutheran Church 


Fort A tkindon, Wisconsin 


Aljiliated with the 


Wisconsin Euangetical Lutheran S. yriad 


1567 - 1967 


In Commemoration of the Centennial of IN Founding 


Nauember, twenty-third, Nineteen hundred and Sialy-one 


Aymn on Christian Elementary Schools ~ 


By the present pastor of 


St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Fort Atkinson 


(Melody: Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide.) 


Lord Jesus Christ, blest Children’s Friend, 
On Christian schools Thy blessing send; 
Thy favor graciously bestow 
On Children’s hearts, Thy name to know. 


‘Gainst Satan’s rage our schools defend, 
To Thy protection we commend 
These fortresses of Christian truth 
For Thy blest Kingdom’s blood-bought youth. 


May Thy dear Word, we ask of Thee, 
Our schools’ true glory ever be; 

Thy word alone gives cheer and light 
In sin’s distressing, gloomy night. 


To faithful teachers, gracious Lord, 
Be Thou Thyself a rich reward; 
Let them in heaven share with Thee 

The harvest-joy eternally, 


To us preserve, O mighty Lord, 
Unto the end Thy precious word; 

In church and school, O Lord, we pray, 
Abide with Thy rich grace alway. 


— Henry A. Gieschen 


*-Sung at the dedication of St. Paul's Lutheran School, Fort Atkinson. May 5, 1957: 
also at the following school dedications: David Star Congregation, Kirchhayn,Wis. 
(school addition) ; St. John’s Congregation, West Bend. Wis. Good Shepherd Con- 
gregation, Beloit, Wis. (chapel-school) . 


Ad We Lack Gornward - on the many years in which God has, in Word and Sacrament. 


dwelt among us with all the riches of His grace in Christ Jesus our Savior, 


we humbly bow the knee before Him and confess: 


Lord, we are not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the 
truth which Thou hast shown unto Thy servants. Thou hast “not 
dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to our ini- 


quities”. (Psalm 103, 10). 


A4 We Lach Rack - to the days which lie ahead, we so do with the praver: 


To us preserve, O Mighty Lord, 
Unto the end Thy precious Word; 
In church and school, O Lord, we pray, 


Abide with Thy rich grace alway. 
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TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY! 


In appreciation for his untiring and faithful ministry for 25 of the 
congregation's 100 years, we, the members of St. Paul’s, extend our sin- 
cere thanks to our pastor, the Reverend Henry A. Gieschen. 

We are, indeed grateful to the Lord of the Church for supplying 
us with such a faithful shepherd who has guided and led us to remain 
faithful to the confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and the 
teachings of the Holy Scriptures. 

An extended word of thanks also, to our pastor for his untiring 
efforts in compiling this centennial book. 


His enthusiasm was constantly inspiring to all that worked with him. 
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Richly and abundantly we, the members of 
St. Paul’s Congregation, have during the 
past 100 years, through Word and Sacra- 
ment, experienced the fulfillment of the 


Lord’s promise quoted above. 


History of St. Pauls Lutheran Congregation 


1861] - The history of our congregation dates back to 
the year in which Abraham Lincoln was inau- 


gurated as President of the United States and in which — 


the Civil War began. President Lincoln was inaugur- 
ated March 4, 1861; the Civil War began April 14th, 
1861; our congregation was organized November 23, 
1861, when a group of Lutheran men, living in and 
around Fort Atkinson, met in the home of Mr. John 
Wandschneider for the purpose of discussing the possi- 
bility of organizing a Lutheran congregation in Fort 
Atkinson. The congregation was organized with 30 
members under the name “The First German Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Congregation of Fort Atkinson”. Mr. John 
Wandschneider was elected as president and treasurer; 
Mr. John C. Widman as secretary. The first elders were: 
Mr. Ferdinand Langholff, Mr. George Warnhoefer and 
Mr. John Becker. 


REV. E. MOLDEHNKE 
1861 - 1862 


Pastor Epwarp MOoLDEHNKE, pastor of the then still 
Lutheran Church of the Town of Oakland, served the 
congregation until it could call a pastor of its own. The 
services, until the fall of 1863, were held in a public 
school on the north side of the citv, near the river, Pas- 
tor Moldehnke in 1863 became the first president of our 
Wisconsin Synod Seminary, established, at the time, at 


Watertown. 

1862 — The congregation is incorporated under the 
name “The First German Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Fort Atkinson”. To make provision for the 

religious instruction of the children, a “Christenlehre” 


(Sunday School) is organized. 
1863 ~ Pastor K. Ktenow is called as pastor of the 
congregation, In the spring that year an effort is 
made to purchase the Methodist church building as a 
house of worship for the new congregation, but with no 
success. In July two lots on the hill where the present 
church now stands, were purchased as a site for the 
new church from Mr. G. P. Marston. The hill chosen 


11 


as the site was considerably higher than it is today. 
Several years later, in 1879, the hill was lowered by a- 
bout seven feet. Arrangements were made for the erec- 
tion of a church. The Building Committee consisted of 


Mr. John Widman, Pastor K. Kienow and Mr. Philipp 


REV. K. KIENOW 
1862 - 1865 


Eckhart. Later on Mr. John Becker and Mr. George 
Warnhoefer were added to the committee. The church 
was completed in the fall of 1863, and was dedicated 
with appropriate services. Cost of erecting the new 
church: around $1,600. The congregation had hoped 
to build the church for $1,200. 


From the minutes of August 24, 1863: “Mr. Phillip 
Weisz was elected as elder for th eschool” — an indica- 
tion that the congregation intended to organize a school. 


1864 — From the minutes of April 13th: “For a Bap- 
tism, the pastor is to receive $1.00: for a wed- 
ding, $3.00.” The congregation decides to give Pastor 


Kienow a salary of $150 for the next year. 

1865 — The school-room in the church is rented out 
to the School District No. 6. This note in the 

minutes of October 15th indicates that from the begin- 

ning provision was made for a school. Pastor Kienow 

served the congregation until October, 1865. 


From the minutes of November 17th: “Resolved that 
a committee be appointed that is to go to Germany and 
ask Pastor Huber whether he would be willing to serve 
the congregation during the vacancy.” That is what the 
congregation actually did — it sent a committee to Ger- 
many, only not the Germany across the ocean, but the 
“Germany” or “Little Germany,” some four or five miles 
west of the city, the territory around the Black Hawk 
Creamery and the Oakland Church. Since Riverside 
Drive and Sherman Avenue, streets running along the 
Rock River, led out to the so-called “Little Germany,” 
these streets in the early days of Fort Atkinson were 
known as Germany Street. The names of the two streets 
were changed at the time of World War I. 


THE OLD CHURCH 


Upper left inset: The First School Building. Upper right: The First Parsonage. 
Lower left inset: South Third Street, years back, with Old Church in backoround. 


From the minutes of December 29th: A committee 
is appointed to make an every member canvass as to 
how much each member is willing to give for “school 
and minister's salary,” another indication of the early 
beginnings of the congregation’s Christian day school. 
Goal of the canvass: to raise $350 for school and minis- 
ter’s salary. 

Pastor John Hoerlein becomes the successor to Pas- 
tor Kienow, serving the congregation until the fall of 


1867. 


1867 Seine congregation decides to build a parson- 

age at a cost not in excess of $600. From De- 
cember, 1867, to May, 1868, Pastor Ernst of Whitewater, 
served the congregation as vacancy pastor, preaching 
here every other Sunday at 2:00 o'clock in the afternoon. 
Since the congregation had no resident pastor at this 
time, the parsonage was rented out for an indefinite 
time at the price of $5.00 a month. 


] 26 = Pastor J. H. Brockmann of Algoma, Wisconsin, 

is called as pastor (May 3rd) with the stipula- 
tion in his call that he is also to teach school at least 
four days a week for not less than six months. Salary: 
$400 a year, raised a few months later. 


REV. J. H. BROCKMANN 
1868 - 1874 


Monday, August 11th, is set as the opening day for 
the school. Tuition to be paid to Pastor Brockmann: 
First child 25c: second child, 15e; third child, 10c. A 
school committee is appointed, consisting of Mr. Loh- 
mueller, Mr. John Widman and Mr. John Wandschnei- 
der, School is conducted in the room provided as school 
room in the church. 


1869 — The congregation decides to build a school 

between the church and the parsonage. From 
the minutes of August 15th: The congregation decides, 
without a formal resolution, to discontinue the singing 
of the liturgy by the congregation. The singing of the 
liturgy was later re-introduced. From the same minutes: 
“Beschlessen, dass das Christus-Kreuz in der Kirche 
bleibt? In English: Resolved that the cross of Christ 
(i. e., the crucifix) is to remain in the church. May the 


Cross of Christ, of which the crucifix is a symbol, ever 
remain the center and substance of all preaching and 
teaching in St, Paul’s Congregation. 

Building committee for the school: Mr. J. Becker, 
Mr. T. Eckhart and Mr. G. Gorth. 


1870 — From the minutes of April 10th: A council 

member who is absent from a meeting of the 
congregation without a valid excuse is to pay a pen- 
alty (“Strafe”) of 50 cents to the treasurer. From the 
same minutes: Henceforth no one ‘is to be permitted to 
haul ground or sand away from the west side of the 
church property. However, members shall be permitted, 
under the direction of Pastor Brockmann, to haul away 
some of the topsoil between the church and the school, 
also at the east side of the property. 


Also, from the same minutes: That Pastor Brock- 
mann be asked to engage a teacher for the summer 
months under the same stipulations as in the preceding 
years. Pastor Brockmann ‘teaches during the winter 
months, 


In August of 1870, a dark cloud settled over the 
young, but growing congregation in the form of a dis- 
pute over the question of the membership of lodge- 
members in the congregation. The very foundation of 
the congregation was being shaken. The lodge-religion 
with its denial of Christ as the sinner’s only hope of sal- 
vation was seeking recognition in the congregation. But, 
undex the able leadership of Pastor Brockmann the con- 
gregation, by the grace of God, in true loyalty to the 
Word of God, took a firm stand on the lodge issue, de- 
nying membership in the congregation to lodge-mem- 
bers, unless they would sever their connection with the 
lodge. 


A number of members left the congregation, but 
the congregation stood firmly behind its pastor in the 
scriptural position taken by him on the lodge issue, evi- 
denced by the fact that the congregation removed from 
their office on the council two men who had asked the 
pastor to relinquish the keys to the church and vacate 
the parsonage. The congregation owes a lot, under God, 
to the faithful and firm leadership of Pastor Brockmann 
during these trying days, as also to the men who in true 
lovalty to the Word of God stood behind and with Pas- 
tor Brockmann. All later pastors of St. Paul's, including 
the present pastor, have reaped where Pastor Brock- 
mann did the sowing, particularly in the matter of the 
lodge issue. 


1872 — Under the title “Christian and Ermst — Eine 

Besprechung ueber die Lehre der Odd Fellows 
oder Senderbaren Brueder auf Grundlage heiliger Schrift 
(In English: “Christian and Ernest — A discussion of 
the teachings of the Odd Fellows”) Pastor Brockmann 
during his ministry in the congregation issued a book 
on the unscriptural religion of the lodge. The preface 
to the book, written by Pastor Brockmann himself, bears 
the date “Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, in January, 1872.” 
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A copy of this book, given to the present pastor some 
years back by Mrs, Ruby Glazier and Miss Louise Buege 
daughters of Mr. H. Venzke, is valued as a prized pos- 
session by the present pastor. 


The congregation decides to join the Wisconsin Syn- 
od. The fat delegate to the convention: Mr. H. Venske. 


1874 — The congregation in October decides to call 

a teacher to assist the pastor in the work in the 
school. Mr. Damarius is called as teacher. An organ is 
purchased for the church. An addition is built to the 
parsonage. Pastor Brockmann served the congregation 
until toward the close of 1874, when he accepted a call 
to St. Mark’s Congregation at Watertown, 


1875 — Pastor Cur. Dowmar of Centerville, becomes 


successor to Pastor Borckman in January. 


REV. CHR. DOWIDAT 
1875 - 1881 


1876 — A permanent teacher is called in the person 

of Mr. A. Meyer, who, however, remained with 
the congregation only until April of the following year. 
Mr. J. F. Mueller of the congregation is asked to take 
charge of the work in the school until another teacher 
is called. 


1879 — In the fall of this year, the hill on which the 
church stands is lowered by about 7 feet, bring- 
ing the church down that much lower. 


1880 — The parsonage is enlarged by a two-story ad- 

dition (16 x 20 feet) built to the front of the 
house. During Pastor Dowidat’s pastorate special meet- 
ings of the voting members were held for the sole pur- 
pose of doctrinal discussions. Dr. C. F, Walther’s book 
on “Kirche und Amt” (Church and Ministry) was dis- 
cussed at some of these meetings. Doctrinal discussions 
such as these could not but be profitable for the con- 
gregation. During the years 1880 and 1881 Pastor Dowi- 
dat served as collector for the Wisconsin Synod. Pastor 
W. Bergholz served as vacancy pastor during that time. 


REV. JOHN PH. SPRENGLING 
1881 - 1882 


188] — Patsor Dowtpat in Ccteber accepts a call to 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Congregation in 
Oshkosh. Pastor John Ph. Sprengling hetories his suc- 
cessor, serving only until the latter part of the follow- 
ing year, hes after a long, lingering illness, he was 
called to his eternal rest. 


1882 — Pastor Jutius Haase of Centerville, is called 
as Pastor Sprengling’s successor (December 24). 

A Ladies’ Aid Societv (not the present Ladies’ Aid So- 

ciety) is organized, also a Young People’s Society. 


1885 — An addition, 26 feet long, is built to the east 

end of the church. Dedicauae of the enlarged 
church is held on November Sth, two former pastors, 
Pastor Brockmann and Pastor Dowidat, preaching the 
festival sermons. 


REV. JULIUS HAASE 
1882-1894 


1891 — An addition, 2+ feet long, is built to the east 
end of the school standing between the church 
and the parsonage. 


1892 — Mr. E. W. Timm is called as permanent teach- 

er, serving till 1896. Pastor Haase served the 
congregation until the summer of 1894, when he accept- 
ed a call to Ixonia. During the years 1884 to 1894 Pastor 
Haase served also St. John’ s Congregation at Cold Spring. 


REV. A. F. NICOLAUS 
1894 - 1926 


1894 = PasTOR A. F. Nicotaus is installed as Pastor 

Haase’s successor on the third Sunday in Ad- 
vent, serving the congregation for a period of 32 years, 
at the same Gane serving leo St. John’s Congregation at 
Cold Spring during all hese years. 


Building commit- 
ibe Dangers, August 


1895 - A new parsonage is built. 
tee for the new parsonage: 
Groeler, Ferdinand Berg, Sr., Henry Schempf, Frederic 
Boldt, Jr., Gustave Zaudtke and John Wandschneider. 
To gain more space for the new parsonage, the school 
is moved from its location between the church and the 
old parsonage to the two lots east of the church, pur- 
chased during Pastor Dowidat’s pastorate. The par- 
sonage is dedicated in the fall. The old parsonage is 
sold to Mr. Charles Rutzen and is moved to Bluff Street. 
Present owner of the old parsonage is Mr. Herbert F. 


Wisch, a grandson of Mr, Phares. Rutzen. 

1896 — Teacher Timm accepts a call to St. Luke’s 
Congregation, Milwaukee, Wis. Teacher A. H. 

Schmah completes the school year during the vacancy. 


Teacher A. H, Jaeger is called, teaching me next school 
year (1896-1897). He is succeeded by Teacher A. H. 


Hauber who served until 1901. 
1900 — The Present Ladies Aid Society is organized 
in a meeting held in the church in the alionnaen 
of Ascension Day, “May 24th, with 37 ladies present. 
First officers: Mrs, A. F. Nicolaus, President; Mrs. Rika 
Schempf, Vice- President; Mrs. Marie Dickhoff, Secre- 
tary; Mrs. Henry Schempf, Treasurer. Meetings were 
held on the last ‘Thursday of each month, either at the 
parsonage or at the home of one of the members by invi- 
tation. Dues: 10 cents a month. The only charter mem- 
ber of the society, still living and still a ‘member of the 
society, is Mrs. Minnie Rusch. 


THE SECOND PARSONAGE AS BUILT IN 1895 


Building Committee 
for the New Church 
butlt in 1907 


Top row, left to right: John Wandschneider, Herman Ehlers, William Lemke, August Savall, Henry Schempf. 
Ferdinand Berg, Sr. 
Bottom row, left to right: Henry Will, Gottlieb Spiegel, John Sievert. August Groeler. (No picture available 
for Fred Boldt. Jr. 


Pictures on opposite page: 


Old church moved into South Third Street dur- 
ing construction of the new church. Services 
were held here until the dedication of the new 
church, 


Some of the men who volunteered to haul bricks 
for the new church from Jefferson by horse and 
wagon. The great majority of the men who 
hauled the bricks have already gone to their 
rest. 


Cornerstone Laying for the new church, held 
in June, 1901. 


Mother and daughter church side bv side. Af- 
ter the dedication of the new church the old 
church was sold and moved away. 


The interior of the new church shortly aiter 
dedication. Note that the statute of Christ for 
the altar had not yet arrived. The interior was 
not decorated until years later. 


The New Church in the process of construction 


The old constitution is revised, with regulations 
added pertaining to the school. The congregation de- 
cides to build a new church (October meeting). Mr. 
O. C. Uehling is engaged as architect. Building Com- 
mittee for the new church: J. H. Wandschneider, Wil- 
liam Lemke, Frederic Boldt, Jr., Henry Schempf, Rev. 
A. F, Nicolaus, Ferdinand Berg, Henry Will, Gottlieb 
Spiegel, Herman Ehlers, August Groeler, John Sievert, 
and August Savall. 


The congregation in the meeting on October 7th 
decides not to spend more than $15,000 for the new 
church (including all interior furniture). 


1901 — In a special meeting, held March 17, 1901, 

the congregation is informed that it will be im- 
possible to build the new church for $15,000, that the 
rough work alone (“Rohbau”), without the cost of the 
bricks, would run to $15,000, and that the church, com- 
pletely built and furnished, ready for dedication, would 
cost around $23,000. The Building Committee reported 
that the bricks for the new church had already been 
bought and that the congregation had already had ex- 
penses for the plans submitted by the architect. The 
plans submitted could still be rejected and new plans 
be prepared, but it would then be impossible to build 
the church during that year. After a lengthy discussion 
on this matter Mr. Ferdinand Berg made the motion to 
build according to the plans which had been submitted. 
The motion was adopted, 


The old church was moved into South Third Street 
and services were held there until the new church was 
completed. Work on the new church was begun in the 
spring. The name of the congregation was changed from 
“The First German Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Fort Atkinson” to “St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Fort Atkinson”. 


The Cornerstone Laying for the new church was 
held in June. Music for the hymns at the Cornerstone 
Laying was supplied by a band. The dedication of the 
new church took place December 8, 1901, Festival 
speakers in the three services on that dav: Rev. Philip 
von Rohr, President of the Wisconsin Svnod; Rev. Julius 
Haase, a former pastor of the congregation; Rev. A. 
Baebenroth of Milwaukee, and Rev. Henry Sieck, also 
of Milwaukee (English Sermon). 


After a brief service in the old church, standing a- 
longside the new one, the congregation was led over to 
the new church in a solemn procession headed by the 
Building Commitee, the teachers of the school. the pas- 
tor and the guest speakers, and the members of the 
Council, in the order stated. Upon arrival at the new 
church, a hymn was sung, a praver read, and the church 
was then solemnly opened as the congregation's new 


house of worship. The old church was sold at the price 


' of $300: the front half with the steeple and hall becom- 
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ing the property of Mr. Herman Jaeckel; the rear half, 
the property of Mr. Gustave Heth. The vestibule of the 
old church can still be seen on the Theo. Jaeckel farm. 
It has for years served as a brooder house. The cross 
that stood atop the steeple of the old church is the 
prized possession of the Theo. Jaeckel Family. The 
cock at the top of the steeple, a reminder of Peter’s fall 
and repentance, is the prized possession of the Fred 
Jaeckel Family, Mr. Henry Gallitz, husband of the late 
Mrs. Louise Gallitz, née Eckhart, and Mr. Chas. Rohde, 
father of Mrs. Joel Frisk, had the honor of ringing the 
two bells for the firt time on the day of the dedication. 


According to Mr. Herman Ehlers, the last surviving 
member of the Building Committee, now deceased, the 
present house of worship was built at a cost of $32,000, 
(the building alone, without the interior church furni- 
ture, such as the altar, the pulpit, the benches, the organ, 
baptismal font, carpeting, etc.) The congregation had 
originally hoped to build the church for around $15,000. 
In the beginning members thought the church had been 
built far too large. Today, we have to have two ser- 
vices to accommodate the attendance. Interesting items: 
Cost of bricks: $500; architect: O. C. Uehling Company; 
contractors: Cook & Winchester of Rockford, Illinois; 
furnace: $375; Windows (by Schueler & Mueller Com- 
pany ): $1,000.00, installed; organ (Hinners & Albertson 
Organ Company ): $1,265.00; statute of Christ: 5 ft. high, 
£60.00; two altar chairs: $70.00; benches, altar, pulpit 
(Manitowoc Seating Co.) $1,600.00; old benches were 
sold for $1.00 a piece, some for 50 cents to a smaller con- 
gregation; two of the old benches are used in the narthex 
of the present church; the Baptismal stand of the old 
church is still in the congregation’s possession and has 
for many years been used as a stand in the narthex; the 
chandelier in the center of the church had thirty lights. 
When the church was renovated for the 80th Anniver- 
sary of the congregation, the chandelier was given to St. 
John’s Congregation at Cold Spring. Cost of the two 
bells; $860.00. Weight of the big bell, 2,000 Ibs.; second 
bell: 1,215 Ibs.; weight of the third bell, installed years 
later at the cost of $747: 650 lbs.; inscription on the big 
bell: “Glory to God in the Highest,” on the second bell: 
“Peace on earth.” St. John’s Congregation at Cold 
Spring bought the old church organ (a reed organ); 
Height of the main tower from the ground to the bottom 
of the cross: 140 ft. The cross atop the steeple measures 
8 x 5 ft. Height of the church from the center straight 
up to where the chandelier used to hang: 42 ft.S in. One 
day during erection of the church, according to the late 
Mr. Herm, Steinke, a 12 ft. rafter, 2 x 6 inches, fell from 
the roof down to the floor of the church and narrowly 
escaped a certain Emery Smith, who was working down 
beiow. But all the damage the rafter did was that it 
tore off the hippocket of Mr. Smith’s overalls and with- 
out any excitement about what had happened Mr. Smith 
went right on working. 


Some of the men, most of them farmers, who helped 
haul bricks from Jefferson: 

Ferd. Berg, Chas. Bramer, Henry Ehlers, 
Herman Ehlers, August Hackbart, Fred Hassel, Herman 
Heyse, Herm. Jaeckel, Roy Klement, John Koester, Ed. 
Kowalke, Emil Kowalke, August Kutz, Albert Prust, 
Gust. Prust, Henry Schempt (by Chas. Rohde), John 
Schrank, Wm, Schrank, Fred Sievert, John Sievert, Wm. 
Rehberg, Fred Trieloft, Gust. Wegner, Fred. Westphall, 
August Wittlief, Gust. Wittlief, Henry Will, Fred. Zie- 
bell 

Boys going to our school, who helped unload bricks 
during the noon hour: Henry Berg, Leo Fandrei, Henry 
Jaeckel, Fred Lemke, Henry Brust Alb. Sievert. 

Mr. E. R. Schneider of Goodhue, Minn. is called as 


successor to Teacher Hauber. 

1902 — English Evening services, once a month, are 
introduced. A resolution was adopted that the 

school, in the future, is to be conducted in German and 


English, instead of German only. 
1906 — Free textbooks are introduced in the school. 
Teacher Schneider in November accepts a call 


to Marinette, Wisconsin. 


The second school, built in 1916 and dedicated in January. 


1907 — Teacher Daniel Vogel of Manitowoc is called 

as Mr. Schneider’s successor in the school. The 
school is enlarged to a two class-room school. Miss Dora 
Bittner is called as teacher for the lower grades. 


Miss Marie Scheurer is called as teacher of 
the lower grades, serving until December 1911, 
again serving the congregation as teacher, 

‘ t= = 


LUGE. 


later 


1909 ~ The Congregation celebrates the 25th anni- 

versary of Pastor Nicolaus’s ordination to the 
ministry, The General Synod of Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Michigan, Nebraska, and other States holds its conven- 
tion in our midst, lodging for the delegates to the con- 
vention being provided by members of the congregation 


(August 11-17). 


1910 From the Daily Jefferson County Union of 

July 22nd, 1910: “A Committee was appointed 
last Sunday afternoon at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
consisting of Ferd. Berg, August Braemer, and Carl Um- 
land, to solicit funds for a tower clock in the north 
steeple of the church” (See year 1924). 


1917. Cost of construction: $12,000. The school 


served its purpose for a period of 40 years. The building is now temporarily being used to house the Lutheran 
High School, established recently by the Jefferson County Lutheran High School Association and will be used 
by the association until the new high school which is b»ing built at Lake Mills is completed. 


i 
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19] ] The congregation celebrates the 50th anni- 

versary of its organization in three services, 
10:00 A. M. (German), 2: 30 P.M, (German), and 7:30 
P.M. (English). Festival speakers: Pastor Chr. Dowi- 
dat and Pastor Julius Haase, two former pastors of the 
congregation, and Pastor C. F. Rutzen, of Menominee, 
Michigan, a son of the congregation. A furnace is in- 
stalled in the church basement by the Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety. Miss Scheurer, in December, accepts a call to 
another school. Miss Esther Nicolaus takes charge of 
the class till the close of the school year. 


1912 — Miss Alma Peters (who later became Mrs. 
Hubert Lemke) is called as teacher of the lower 
grades, serving until June, 1914. 


19] — The interior of the church is decorated. Ex- 
penses paid by the Ladies’ Aid Society. 


191 550 Miss Scheurer, who had served the congrega- 

tion before, is called anew as teacher of the 
lower grades, serving from September, 1915, to June, 
oie The congregation decides to build a new school 
(August 15th). Building Committee for the new school: 
Rev. A. F. Nicolaus, Terehen Daniel Vogel, Mr, Henry 
Schempf, Mr. Aug. Braemer, Mr. Robert Guetzlaff, Mr. 
Henry Sievert and Mr, Carl Erdmann. 


] 91 a Construction work on the new school is begun 

in the spring. The school is closed earlier so 
that the old school can be removed to make room for the 
new one. The old school building is bought and re- 
moved from the property by Mr. ‘Herm. Jaeckel. The 
construction of the new school was not completed until 
the beginning of the following year. 


19] 7 — Dedication of the new school: January, 1917. 

Festival speakers: Rev, J. Klingmann of Water- 
town, Rev. E, Fredrich of Ticleaville: Prof. O. Kuhlow of 
Northwestern College, Watertown. Cost of constructing 
the new school: around $12,000. The Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety donates $1,500 towards the construction of the 
new school. 


19] 8 — Miss Elizabeth Reuter is called as teacher for 
the lower grades, serving till January, 1925. 


19] 9 — A Welcome Home Service is held in honor of 


young men of the congregation who served in 
World War L 


1920 — Teacher Daniel Vogel, who had served the 
congregation faithfully since 1907, resigns as 
teacher. Teacher E. W. Schumacher of Buffalo, N. Y., 
called as his successor as principal of the school, eng 
the congregation for a period of 28 years, until 1948. 


1922 — The school becomes a three-room school, with 
Miss Gerda Koch teaching the third class till 
January, 1925. A school library is established, 


1924 — A tower clock is installed in the church tower. 

(See year 1910). Provision tor a tower clock 
had nie made at the time of the erection of the church 
the face of the tower clock with the numerals being in- 
stalled at that time. Mr. Chas. Gruetzman, living across 
the way from the church, who was called to his rest in 
May of this Centennial year, for’many years served as 
custodian for the tower clock, keeping ‘the clock in good 
running order and setting the clock when it was off 


time one way or the piher 
1926 = Miss Viola Schlueter is called as teacher of 
the primary class, serving the congregation for 
a period of 26 years. Pastor Nicolaus, in the annual 
meeting, informs the congregation of his intention to 
retire from the active ministry, but agrees to serve the 
congregation till a new pastor has accepted the call. In 
recognition of his many years of service to the congre- 
gation (32 years) a special farewell service is arranged 
in his honor, at which as a token of esteem a gift. of 
$1,000 is presented to him. The attendance at the ser- 
vice was so large that many had to be seated on the 
church lawn. The sermon for the occasion was preached 
by Pastor Christian Sauer, of Ixonia, who had ordained 
Pastor Nicolaus forty-two years prior. During the pas- 
torate of Pastor Nicolaus the following buildings were 
erected: the new parsonage, the present house oe wor- 
ship, the second school (behind the church). 


REV. PALMER JANKE 
1926 - 1936 


Pastor PALMER JANKE of Farmville, Virginia, is call- 
ed as successor to Pastor Nicolaus (September, 1926). An 
acousticon is installed in the church for the benefit of 
the hard-of-hearing. On December 12th the 25th anni- 
versary of the dedication of the church is celebrated, 
Pastor Janke and Pastor A, F. Nicolaus preaching in the 
morning services, Pastor Julius Haase of Cold Spring 
and Pastor O, Kuhlow of Jefferson i in the evening service. 


LOR PEO ATE 


The teacherage on South High Street, built in 1930, presently occupied by 
the familv of Mr. R. H. Sievert, Principal of St. Paul’s Lutheran School. 


1927 — The Chas. Winsch property across from the 

church towards the west is purchased as a site 
for a contemplated parish hall. The house on the pro- 
perty was rented out for a number of years and was 
later used as a Kindergarten class-room. When the Chas. 
B. Rogers property was purchased as a site for the new 
school, the Chas. Winsch property was sold to Mr. 
Thomas Golinski, a contractor, for $4,400. 


1929 —The Lutheran State Teachers Conference of 

Wisconsin held its two-day convention in St. 
Paul’s School, members of the congregation providing 
lodging for the male and women teachers attending the 
convention. 


1930 — A teacherage is built at 32S So. High Street. 
Building Committee for the teacherage: Mr. 
Gilbert Knoerr, Mr. Wm, Pitzner, and Mr. Roy Klement. 


A new furnace is installed in the parsonage. Pastor 
Janek served the congregation until June, 1936. 


The so-called ‘‘rent-house” (Winsch property), purchased 
by the congregation in 1927, was located across from the 
church. The house was later remodeled to serve as Kinder- 


garten class-room. 
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REV. HENRY A. GIESCHEN 
Installed Sept. 13, 1936 


1934 — Pastor Henry A, Giescnen of Jerusalem Con- 

gregation, Milwaukee, becomes Pastor Janke’s 
successor. Installed: September 13th, by Pastor F. W. 
Loeper of Whitewater, Prof, Paul J. Gieschen of the 
Lutheran High School in Milwaukee, a brother of the 
pastor, assisting at the installation. (First sermon by the 
present pastor in his new congregation: a burial ser- 
mon at the burial of Mrs. Sidonia Boehm, née Kreklow 
(mother of the late Mr. Wm, Wolfram), who departed 
this life on Monday, September 14th, the day after the 
pastor's installation, and was laid to rest on Thursday, 
Setpember 17th. The first couple united in holy wed- 
lock by the present pastor: Mr. George Bless and Miss 
Henrietta Guetzlaff, on Saturday, Oct. 24th. Mr. & Mrs. 
Geo, Bless will be privileged, read willing, to observe 
their 25th Wedding Anniv ersary in this Centennial year. 


Preparations are at once made for the 75th anniver- 
sary of the organization of the congregation in Novem- 
ber of 1936. A booklet on the congregation’s past his- 
tory is prepared for the Diamond Jubilee. A good por- 
tion of the historical material in the Diamond Jubii iee 
booklet is embodied in this Centennial booklet. The 
75th Anniversary is celebrated on November 22, 1936. 
Festival speakers: Rev, A. C, Haase, a son of a former 
pastor of the congregation (Rev Julius Haase) and Rev. 
H. Diehl of Lake Geneve (son-in-law, by his first mar- 
riage, of Rev. Julius Haase). 

~The Ladies’ Aid Society donates a lectern for the 
church in remembrance of the 75th Anniversary. 


— A Senior Bible Class is organized, also a Junior 


Bible Class. 


137, 


1938 — The Western Wisconsin District of our Wis- 

consin Synod holds its four-day convention in 
our midst (June 20 to 23). Meals are served to the 200 
delegates in the Municipal Building bv the Ladies’ Aid 
Society. The parsonage porch is remodeled into a sun- 
room. Mr. Carl Sievert is engaged as full-time janitor, 
succeeding Mr. Aug. Savall, who for a number of vears 
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served as part-time janitor. Mr. Carl] Sievert, who since 
the erection of the new school is custodian of the church 
and the old school (used presently as building for the 
Lakeside Lutheran High School), is now in his 25th year 
as custodian. The awed: organ is re-built and enlarged 
by the Wangerin Organ Company of Milwaukee at a 
cost of $2,800, parts of the old organ being used for 
the new organ. The cost of rebuilding the organ was 
paid out of the bequest of $3,100 to the congregation 
by Miss Katie Gise. Dedication of the new organ: Jan- 
uary 15, 1939. 


A big improvement on our church property: shrub- 
bery is planted around the church; a Colorado Blue 
Spruce tree is planted on the sharee lawn. 


Mr. A. J. Savall, 
part-time custodian 
till 1938. 


Mr. Carl Sievert 
full-time custodian 
since 1938. 


1940 — New light fixtures are installed in the school 

rooms. The new Lutheran Hymnal is intro- 
duced (700 copies), Preparations are made for the 80th 
Anniversary: The church is re-decorated by Mr. Fr. 
Krefft of Milwaukee (cost: $2,602; scaffolding: around 
$650; a new forced air heating system is installed; a fire 
proof furnace room is built in the basement; the church 
is re-wired, new light fixtures are installed; total cost: 
$12,000). Brass candelabra for the altar are donated 
by Mrs. Pauline Lounsbury at a cost $105. New lino- 
leum is laid in the narthex: new altar and pulpit vest- 
ments are donated. During the renovation of the church 
from July to November) services are held in the spaci- 
ous auditorium of the Municipal Building. A new rug 
is laid in the sacristv. Two sacristy ehaire are donated 
by the Ladies’ Aid Society. 


of the re-decoration the ser- 
vices were held in the 
Municipal Auditorium. 


the 80th Anniversary of the 
congregation. During the time 


Interior re-decoration of the 
church by Mr. Fr. Krefft of 
Milwaukee in preparation for 
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the day of the 75th Anniversary, celebrated November 22, 1336. 
ned 


The Congregation and guests gathered for a picture after the church service on 
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194] — Renovation Committee: The Council, consist- 
ing of Rev. H, Gieschen, Mr. E. R. Klassy, Mr. 
Hubert Lemke, Mr, Clarence Langholff, Mr. Lawrence 
Wegner, Mr. Hilmer Nitardy, Mr. Ben Lemke, Mr. 
Harry Kowalke, Mr. Carl Will, Mr. Ed. Kutz, Mr. Har- 
low Kutz, Mr. Walter Wetzel, Mr. Herbert F. Wisch; 
and the following committee outside of the Council: 
Mr. Otto Bammel, Mr. Earl Fetterer, Mr. Robert A. 
Krueger, and Mr. Forrest Winters. The English Con- 
stitution, reproduced from the German Constitution 
with a number of revisions, is adopted (July 8th). 


] 942 — The exterior wood-work of the church is paint- 

ed at a cost of $837.00. The twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of the dedication of the school is celebrated 
on January 18th. The request of Mission Board of the 
Western Wisconsin District of our Wisconsin Synod to 
start a mission on the north side of town is granted 
(May 10th). As a result, Bethany Congregation comes 
into existence. The 9th annual convention of the Wis- 
consin Federation of the Aid Association for Lutherans 
is held in Fort Atkinson. Meals for the convention are 
served in the Municipal Building by the Ladies’ Aid 
Society. The congregation celebrates the 25th Anni- 
versary of Pastor Gieschen’s ordination to the ministry 
in a special evening service July 8th, with refreshments 
served on the church lawn after the service. 
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1943 — Storm windows are installed on the church 

windows by the Fletcher Glass Company of 
Janesville at a cost of $1.025.00 (about $1,000 lower than 
other bids). The installation of the storm windows saved 
a lot of expenses in repair work to the art windows, as 
also in heating costs. The money for the storm win- 
dows was on hand by the time the work was completed. 


1944 — Mr. Adolph Wilbrecht, for several years 

teacher of the intermediate class, accepts a call 
to Wausau. Mr. Edgar Wehausen becomes his succes- 
sor. The congregation celebrates the 25th anniversary 
of Mr. E. W. Schumacher, Principal of the school (Sep- 
ember 17th). 


19 5 — The end of World War If is celebrated in a 

special Victory Day service (Sermon by the pas- 
tcr: Psalm 66, 8-15). The school playground is black- 
topped. 


1946 — In the annual meeting the announcement is 

made that the congregation is debt free. In the 
same meeting a building fund for a sorely needed larger 
school is established, 


1947 — In a special meeting after the second service 
on Sunday, Dec. 7th, the congregation decides 
to purchase ten feet of land south of the parsonage from 
the city, all the way from So. High Street to Bluff Street, 
with the purpose in view of building a new garage close 
to the parsonage, providing additional playground for 
the school, and removing the hazard of the parsonage 
garage driveway running through the playground. 


19 48 a The congregation celebrates the 25th wed- 

ding anniversary of Pastor and Mrs. Gieschen 
in an evening service Sunday, August 29th, Pastor Henry 
Gieschen of Darwin, Minn., eldest son of the family 
preaching the sermon. Mr. R. H. Sievert of Flint, Michi- 
gan is called as principal of the school, taking the place 
of Mr. E. W. Schumacher, who resigned from teaching 
to take up other work. 


A school lunch program is introduced in the school 
with Mrs, Carl Rusch and Mrs. Carl Sievert serving as 
the first cooks. The school basement is remodeled for 
the lunch program. The wall, dividing the basement 


Installation of storm windows in 1943, to save the cost of 


extensive repair work to the beautiful stained glass art 
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windows. 
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The men who hoisted the third bell 


to its place in the tower. 


The third bell, installed in the church tower in honor of members of the congre- 
gation who served in World War II and Korean Conflict, and dedicated in a 


special service May 39, 1948. 
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into two rooms, is removed; a small room in the base- 
ment is remodeled into a kitchen with gas stove, sink, 
refrigerator, etc., the work being done by members of 
the congregation, A new heating system is installed in 
the school. Cost of improvements in the school base- 
ment: $9,899.00, 


A third bell is installed in the church tower in honor 
of the members of the congregation who served in 
World War II. Cost of the third bell (purchased from 
the Meneely Bell Company in Troy & Watervliet, N.Y.): 
$747; weight of the bell: 650 Ibs. The bell bears the 
inscription: “To the Glory of God and in Honor of our 
Members who served in World War II”. Dedication of 
the bell: Sunday, May 9th. 


Sermon as the occasion by the local pastor: Num- 
bers 10, 1.2 


Outline: 


(a) Of what this bell is to remind me as the 
called minister of the Word. 


(b) Of what it is to remind you as hearers of 
the Word. 


(c) Of what it is to remind those among us 
who have served in World War II. 


The bell is hoisted to its place in the tower on Saturday, 
March 13, by the following members: Mr. Wm. Pitzner, 
Mr. Fred Rodau, Mr. Carl Berg, Mr. Geo, Bless, Mr. 
Lewis Saur, and Mr, Car] Sievert (janitor), and Fred- 
erick Bless. Since the bell was somewhat off pitch, it 


was taken down and shipped back to the factory out 
east and then was hoisted into its place a second time. 


The new bell was tolled three times during the 
Lord’s Prayer on the day of its dedication. The old 
ustom of tolling one of the bells three times during the 
Lord’s Prayer is revived, and is continued to this day. 
One of the bells is also tolled three times while the pas- 
tors hands are laid in blessing on the heads of the con- 
firmands kneeling at the altar on Palm Sunday (Con- 
firmation Day). The custom of ringing the ‘bells at 
6:00 o'clock on Saturday evenings is introduced. 


Ornamental church entrance rails are installed (May 
23rd). A projector is purchased for the school. A fourth 
teacher is added to the school faculty. Plans are made 
to add a Kindergarten to the school. The German ser- 
vice is dropped during July and August. The English 
services during these iontne are held at 9:00 A. ML. 


1949 - In a special meeting, held December 27th, 

the conggregation unanimously decided to pur- 
chase the Chas. B. Rogers property, directly across from 
the old school, on Bluff Street. Purchase price: $25,000 
for the three and one-half acres of land and the build- 
ings on the property (Chas, B. Rogers dwelling, barn 
and chicken coop). A consideration. “that prompted Mr. 
Chas. B. Rodgers to sell this property to the congrega- 
tion was the fact that he wanted the property to remain 
intact. The congregation has all cause to be thankful 
to God for thus, by His all-gov erning hand, solving the 
problem of urgently needed additional property for 
school purposes. 


Picture of the Chas. B. Rogers Property when we bought it in 1949. 
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A copy of the next Sunday’s bulletin, containing the fol- 
lowing paragraph, was sent to Mr. Rogers: 

“We take this occasion to express our sincere thanks 
our good neighbor, Mr. Rogers, for making us this 
offer. We will feel very proud to have in our pos- 
session the property owned for many years as a place 
of residence by a man who is known throughout our 
city as one of its most distinguished citizens, In this 
connection, we take occasion here to express our 
sincere thanks to Mr. Rogers for many favors shown 
the pupils of our school, in particular for his kind- 
ness in letting the pupils use a part of his property 
(the gully with the pond) as a playground in past 
years’. 

In selling his property to the conggregation Mr. Chas. 
B. Rogers reserved for himself the right to live in the 
dwelling on the property the remaining days of his life, 
offering to pay $800 a year as rent, also to pay the taxes 
on the property. 

A separate Kindergarten is added to the school in 
the April meeting. Mrs. Ray Dankenbring is called as 
teacher for the Kindergarten. Miss Helen Berger is 
called as fourth teacher. 


1950 = 41iie old bulletin board is replaced by a cop- 

per bulletin board. The Ladies’ Aid Society 
celebrates its 50th anniversary with a dinner at the Mu- 
nicipal Building May 23, 1950. The so-called “rent- 
house” across the street from the church is remodeled 
to serve as class-room for the Kindergarten. The Kinder- 
garten opens with an enrollment of 14. Enrollment in 
the school: 176, five teachers. A temporary school annex 
is built on the school grounds by donated labor of mem- 
bers. 


1951 — New offering plates, made of the rare and sa- 
tiny wood of the Myrtlewood tree which grows 
only in the Holy Land and in the State of Oregon, are 
purchased. Miss Lillian Quandt is called as teacher for 
Grades 3 and 4. Miss Quandt later taught the First 
grade for a number of years. 
~ October 14th: the congregation celebrates the 90th 
Anniversary of its organization (day of organization: 
November 23, 1861). Four services: 8:00 A. M.( English) 
9:00 A. M. (German); 10:30 A. M. (English); 7:30 P. Nie 
(English). Festival Speakers: Rev. E. G. Gehm, Kiel, 
Wisconsin. President Northern Wisconsin District of 
the Wisconsin Synod; Rev, Arthur Halboth, Milwaukee, 
President, Southeastern Wisconsin District; Prof. Adal- 
bert Schaller, Theological Seminary, Thiensville, Wis- 
consin. Potluck dinner and supper are served in the 
Municipal Building by the Ladies’ Aid Society. This 
was the day on which the Building Fund Campaign for 
the new school was launched with a special collection. 
Mr, Chas BeeRogers: from whom the site for the new 
school was purchased, received a special invitation to 
the potluck dinner in the Municipal Building and was 
given a place of honor at the first table. 
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Bulletin board. made of copver, purchased through free- 


will donations by members of the congregation in 1950. 


ANNIVERSARY COLLECTION 
(For the School Building Fund) 


ATTENDANCE COLLECTION 


English Service 8:00 A. M. 192 $2,240.75 
German Service 9:00 A. M. 101 949.85 
English Service 10:30 A. M. (ae 4469.50 
Evening Service 7:30 P. M. 734 1,437.35 


Prior to the Festival (chiefly by donations 
in memorv of loved ones who had gone ahead, 
including a bequest of $1,000 by 


Mrs. Ed. Guenther ) 1,346.00 


$10,443.45 


Mrs. Hulda Boldt, being the oldest living member con- 
firmed in our congregation, is nonored with a German 


book of devotions (“Herr, Ich Warte Auf Dein Heil”) 
as a gift from the congregation. Mrs. Boldt was con- 
firmed with a class of 23 in 1876. The year 1951 was 
thus the year of the 75th anniversary of her confirmation. 
Mrs. Boldt, in her last will and testament, left the con- 
gregation a bequest of $1000. On this day the brass 
vases donated by the Confirmation Class of 1951 were 
used for the first time. The Confirmation Class of 1950 
donated two large Hower stands. Special seats of honor 
were reserved for members as old as the conggregation, 
or nearly as old. 


On December 9th the 50th Anniversary of the Dedi- 
cation of our house of worship is celebrated, with Pastor 
Otto Pagels of Ixonia, a son of the congregation, preach- 
ing the sermon in both morning services. As a token of 
honor a special seat was reserved for Mr. Herm. Ehlers 
(together with his wife) in the service, as the only still 
living member of the Building Committee. 


Under the heading “Memory Lane” and the sub- 
heading “50 Years Ago — October 25, 1901” in the Daily 
Jefferson County Union in October there appeared the 
following paragraph: “The new Lutheran Church will 
be a handsome structure. The spire, topped by a gilded 
cross, 140 feet above the ground, can be seen for a great 
distance, and with the help of the water tower, will 
mark the position of our city many miles away. The 
work is nearly finished”, In the same column in a later 
issue under “50 years Ago — December 6th” there ap- 
peared the note: ‘The new pipe organ was set up at the 
new Lutheran Church Saturday and will be used for the 
first time at the Sunday service. It cost nearly $1,300. 
Workmen are busy putting in the new benches. There 
will be 650 sittings with room for 150 chairs if necessary. 
1952 — The kitchen and downstairs bathroom of the 

parsonage are remodeled at a cost of $1,500. 
New cabinets are installed in the kitchen. The large 
thermopane window in the kitchen once served as the 
nursery window in the old hospital on Madison Avenue; 
it was purchased for $18.00 through Mr. Fred Rodau, 
who did the remodeling work in the parsonage. The 
congregation celebrates the 25th Anniversary of Miss 
Viola Schlueter as teacher in our school in an evening 
service, followed by a social gathering on the school 
playground. Envelope collection for Miss Schlueter’s 
Anniversary gift: $450.00. New rubber-tile flooring is 
installed in the parsonage by the Ladies’ Aid Society. 


Mr. Ed. Kutz offers filling for the plavground on the 
Rogers property (pond). Filling is hauled and spread 
by donated labor of members. Mrs. Harold Hansen suc- 
ceeds Mrs. Ray Dankenbring as teacher of the Kinder- 
garten. Mrs. Dankenbring moves to Philadelphia with 
her husband. 


First Easter Sunrise Service (6:00 A. M.), followed 
by an Easter breakfast in the school basement (old 
school). — A sixth teacher is added to the school. A tem- 
porary annex is built to the school to provide for an 
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additional classroom (cost: $1,500, labor donated by 
members). Enrollment in the school (September): 216, 
(6 teachers). Building Fund has risen to $21,153.39. 


1953 — Bethany Congregation of Ft. Atkinson, having 

from the beginning of its organization sent its 
children to our school, of its own free-will offers to the 
congregation the amount of $1,000 toward the operation 
of the school, at the rate of $83.34 a month. Bethany 
Cengregation also offers to supply a teacher for the 
school, when an additional teacher is needed. The 
School Board of St. Paul's Congregation and of Bethany 
Congregation from here on hold joint meetings. Later 
St. John’s Congregation, also making use of our school 
and supporting the school financially, appoints a repre- 
sentative for the School Board. The congregation in 
its April meeting decides to engage an architect to draw 
up preliminary plans for the new school and to launch 
a major Fund Raising Campaign for the erection of the 
new school. 


BUILDING COMMITTEE FOR THE NEW SCHOOL: 
Mr. Robert A. Krueger, Chairman; Mr. Chester Mittag, 
Secretary, Mr. William Pitzner, Mr. Gilbert Knoerr, Mr. 
Geo. Bless; Advisory: Rev. H. Gieschen, Mr. R. H. Sie- 
vert (Principal), Mr. Edgar Wehausen (Teacher). 


FUND RAISING COMMITTEE 
Mr, Herbert Wisch, Chairman; Mr, E. R. Klassy, Co- 
Chairman; Mr. Harry Kowalke, Mr. Woodrow Bienfang, 
Mr, Roy Klement, Mr, Otto Bammel, Mr. Lawrence 
Wegner (Treasurer of the School Building Fund) 


The Weiler & Strang Firm of Madison is engaged 
as architects. School enrollment September, 1953: 226. 
A Fund Raising Campaign is launched with a sermon 
by the pastor on Nehemiah 2,.17, 18: “Come, and let us 
build...”. Amount pledged at the end of the year: 
$119,830.00. 


Decorations in the sanctuary of our church on the oc- 


casion of our Ninetieth Anniversary. 


Cooks preparing meals for the banauet at the occasion 
of the Ninetieth Anniversary in the Municival Audi- 
torium. Left to right: Mrs. Carl Sievert, Mrs. Carl 


Rusch, and Mrs. Carl Wicklund. 


Looking at the display of pictures on the past history 
of the congregation and of plans for the proposed new 


school. 


The pastor shaking hands with Mrs. George Boldt, con- 
gratulating her on the 75th Anniversary of her Con- 
firmation in the year of the congregation’s Ninetieth 
Anniversary. Left to right: Mrs. Wm. Lemke, Mrs. Geo. 


Boldt, Rev. H. Gieschen, Mr. Carl Peters. 
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ConStruction of the tempor- 
ary school annex in the 
summer of 1952 to accomo- 
date the increased enroll- 
ment in the school. 
Cost $1,500. 


School Building Committee for New School 


Reading left to right, seated at table: George Bless, Chester Mittag, Robert Krueger, Gilbert Knoerr, William Pitzner. 
Henry Gieschen, Edgar Wehausen, teacher. 


Standing: Richard H. Sievert. principal of the school, Rev. 


Mudie sy 
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195 — A house to house canvass for the Synod Build- 

ing Fund is held. Our allotment: $7,287.50; a- 
mount raised: $8,376.00, $85.10 above allotment. Enroll- 
ment in the school in September: 249 (6 teachers). An 
Intermediate Bible Class is organized, conducted by Mr. 
Edgar Wehausen and Mr. R. H, Sievert and meeting the 
third Thursday in the month. In a special meeting on 
Thursday, October 14th, attended by 108 voting mem- 
bers, the congregation by a majority vote of 87 over 
against 15 decides to begin the construction of the new 
school in the spring of 1955. Because of the large at- 
tendance at this meeting, the meeting was held in the 
church. 


1955 — Ina special meeting on Sunday, January 9th, 

the congregation decides unanimously to pay the 
balance of $16,000 on the Chas. B. Rogers property so 
that the congregation will have a clear title to the entire 
property when the construction of the new school be- 
gins. The final plans for the new school submitted by 
the architect, Mr. Strang, are adopted by the congre- 
gation (March 27th). Because of overcrowded condi- 
tions in the 7th and 8th grade classroom, the congre- 
gation (June 26th) decides to call an additional teacher, 
who is to have charge of the 7th grade and is at the 
same time to serve as athletic director for the school. 
Mr. Robert Otterstatter is called for this class. Bids for 
the new school are opened August 25th. The barn on 
the Rogers property, also the chicken coop, are torn 
down by volunteer labor of members, to make room for 
the new school. 


The old Rogers’ barn, located on the site purchased 


for the construction of the new school. 
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Faithful Pastors 
Thank the Lord for pastors true, 
Who the Gospel preach to you. 
For the Gospel thank the Lord, 
Help to spread His saving Word. 
Pray for them —they pray for you; 
Daily, Lord, their strength renew. 


Love your pastors for the sake, 
Of the work they undertake. 
Precious gifts with you they share — 
Time and efforts they don’t spare, 
Within Christ's command to keep: 
“Feed my lambs,” and “Feed my sheep.” 


Let them of such things partake, 
Which sweet memories would wake. 
This they would appreciate, 
When they toil from morn till late, 
Grateful for the friends who share, 
And their burdens help them bear. 


Satan ever, as we know, 
Seeks Christ’s Church to cverthrow. 
In the end, the victory, 
Will be Christ’s, who made us free — 
Christ’s whose blood and righteousness, 
Before God will be our dress. 
What a privilege to be 
Here assembled, Lord, with Thee! 
Here, where Christ is glorified — 
Christ, the risen crucified. 
As God’s house we leave, we'll say, 
“I have walked with God today.” 


— Mrs. Anna Kempe 
August 19, 1961 
(A Member of St. Paul's) 


_ 


Members of the congregation who helped raze the barn 
on the Chas. E. Rogers property to make room for the 


new school. 
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“WMhat therefore God hath joined 


together, fet me mint put asimder” 


Matru. 19,6 


“He tuhich raised up the Lard jesus, 
shall raise up us alse” 


II Cor. 4, 14 


From the Daily Jefferson County Union under the 
heading “Reminiscences of a Country Lawyer by Charles 
B. Rogers”: 


“Theold barn is gone. It was torn down this very day — 
Saturday, August 6th, 1955, to make room for the new 
fine Lutheran School which, in part, is to be erected on 
its site. It was structurally as sound as a dollar (or as a 
dollar used to be). I do not know just when it was built, 
but presume it was the same year my house was built — 
by William McPherson, 1865, the year the Civil War 
ended. The old barn was used by four families — the 
William McPhersons, the Ole Wigdales, the W. D. 
Hoards, and my own family. We have lived here and 
used it longer than any of the others — from 1905 to 
1955 — over 50 years. The barn is no more, but the 
memories remain”. The Chas. B. Rogers’ house will be 
100 years old in 1965. 


In a special meeting of the congregation, September 
7th, the Building Committee reports that an additional 
$25,000 is needed to begin work on the new school, and 
this amount must be guaranteed before the bids expire. 
As a result, a special effort is made to raise this amount 
in two weeks (by September 25th). 


Result: 
Pledged by members of the congregation ...... $20,629.14 
Pledged, of its own free-will, by Bethany 
Congregation tx eee ee ee oe 5,000.00 
Pledged by St. John’s of Cold Spring, 
also offits "own tree-willeee ee ee 2,165.00 
LOLA Lge see eee ae ees) $27,954.14 


($2,954.14 above the amount aimed at) 


Sunpay, Ocroser 16th: Ground Breaking Ceremonies 
for the new school, preceded by a service in the church. 
Sermon by the pastor: Hebrews 11, 30 “By faith ee 
At the site of the new school: The chairman of the 
Buiiding Committee, Mr. Robert A. Krueger, hands the 
pastor a spade and the first spadeful of ground is turn- 
ed. Thereupon the spade is handed to the following 
persons: 


Mr. Chester A. Mittag, President of the Congregation 
Mr. Robert A. Krueger, 

Chairman of the Building Committee 
Mr. Herbert F. Wisch, 

Chairman of Fund Raising Committee 


Mr, E. R. Klassy, 
Co-Chairman of Fund Raising Committee 


Mr. John Misfeldt, Secretary of the School Board 
Mr. R. H. Sievert, Principal of the School 


A bulldozer, owned by the Hausz Bros., and oper- 
ated for the occasion by Mr. Wm. Hausz, cuts a furrow 
in the ground, and at each spadefull of ground that 
was turned, and also as the bulldozer made a furrow in 
the ground, appropriate Scripture passages were read 
by the pastor. Excavation work was begun the last 
week in October. 


1956 — The congregation in its Annual Meeting de- 

cides to continue the German services for the 
time being and, instead, to have two English services each 
Sunday. Weekly duplex envelopes are re-introduced (to 
take the place of monthly envelopes). Bethany supplies 
a teacher for the 5th grade in the person of Mr. Donald 
Hartwig. The amount paid in the past towards operat- 
ing expenses of the school by Bethany Congregation is 
applied towards the salary and residence expense of 
Pethany’s first teacher. The interior of our church is 
washed at a cost of $1,500 (by the Conrad Schmitt Stu- 
dios of Milwaukee). A ninth teacher is added to the 
faculty of the school. 


Mr. Frederick Krause is engaged as custodian for the 
new school. 


Mr. Carl Sievert is retained as custodian of the 
church building and the old school (housing the Jeffer- 
son County Lutheran High School). 


Ground Breaking Ceremony for the new school October 16, 
1955. Left to right: Pastor Gieschen turning the first spade- 
ful of ground; Chester Mittag, President of the Congrega- 
tion, turning a spade-full of ground; the bull-dozer. oper- 
ated by Mr. Wm. Hausz, making a furrow in the ground. 
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June 17th: Cornerstone Laying for the new school. 
Festival Sermon by Prof. E. E, Kowalke, President, 
Northwestern College, Watertown, (Ephesians 2 19-22). 
Articles deposited: in the copper box of the cornerstone: 
A copy of the Bible: Wisconsin Synod Catechism; Con- 

tstitution of the congregation; a copy of the Ground 
Breaking Sunday Bulletin and of the Cornerstone Laying 
Sunday ‘Bulletin and a brief history of the congregation; 
a brief history of the school; a roster and picture of the 


Mr. Frederick Krause 


Custodian for the new 
school from 1957 to 1961. 


pupils attending the school; a copy of the booklet “Build- 
ing for the Future through Christ-Centered Education’; 
a copy of “The Year Book of St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran 
Church for 1951”; a copy of the Daily Jefferson County 
Union and of the Janesville Gazette; names of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, the Governor of Wisconsin, 
the City Manager and the members of the City Council 
of Fort Atkinson; an article from a local paper by Mr. 
Chas. B, Rogers on the barn which once stood where 
the school is being erected; a quotation on Christian Ed- 
ucation by Dr. Martin Luther; and this prayer: 


To us preserve, O mighty Lord, 
Unto the end Thy precious word; 

In church and school, O Lord, we pray 
Abide with Thy rich grace alway. 


Cernerstone Laying for the new school, June 17, 1956. 
Sermon on that day bv Prof. E. E. Kowalke, President, 
Northwestern College, Watertown (Eph. 2, 19-22). The man 
in a light suit on his way to deposit a document in the cor- 
nerstone: Mr. Franklin John Misfeldt, President of the con- 
gregation at the time. Behind the pastor: Prof. Kowalke. 


Old St. Paul’s School which three vears ago became the 
crad'e for the Jefferson County Lutheran High School. St. 
Paul’s Congregation is justly proud of the fact that the 
Lutheran High School had its beginning in our old school. 
By next year the Lutheran High School wi'l most 
likely be in its new building at Lake Mills. 


The fuel system in the church is converted to a gas 
heating system at a cost of $1,025.00 (July Sth). 

At a meeting of the Jefferson County Lutheran High 
School Association in St. John’s School, Jefferson, at 
which the Board of Regents of this association is instruct- 
ed to study the possibility of opening a Lutheran High 
School in Jefferson County, the suggestion is made that 
there might bea possibility of using the congregation’s 
old school building as temporary building for the con- 
templated Lutheran High School, A vonqaritiee of the 
Board of Regents of the association shortly thereafter 
discusses ey matter with a committee from our Council. 
The matter is then submitted to the congregation with 
the result that the congregaion agrees for an indefinite 
time, and free of charge, to let the High School Associ- 
ation use the old building for the peniblechnen of a 
Lutheran High School. The congregation's old school 
building ‘hus! has become the cradle for the Jefferson 
County Briere High School, now known as the “Lake- 
side Lutheran High School” because of the site that has 
been purchased for the new school near Rock Lake at 
Lake Mills. 


1957 = A fire-proof safe for the church records (Bap- 

tisms, Confirmations, Marriages, Burials, since 
the organization of the congregation in 1861) is pur- 
chased through memorial wre saths (in memory of Mrs. 
John Spaeth S70: in memory of Mr, Robert Kamrath, Sr. 
3535; in memorv of Mrs. Anna Vaniivich $30, and an 
individual donation by Mr, & Mrs. Clarence Langholff 
$5.00). Cost of safe: $135. The congregation has all 
cause to be thankful that the pastors throughout the en- 
tire history of the congregation have been very conscien- 
tious about inserting all ministerial acts in the church 
records. In recent years where everyone needs a birth 
certificate for his social security these records have 
proved of great value. The present pastor has filled out 
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any number of Baptismal records for people who needed 
them for social security and old age pension purposes. 
Upon the suggestion of the present pastor the church 
records are audited annually and a report submitted in 
the annual meeting. For convenience sake the safe is 
kept in the parsonage, near the study. 


MAY 5, 1947 — A big day in the history of our congre- 
gation, ais being Ge: day of the Dedication of our New 
Sanaar Two festival services: 10:00 A. M. and 2:30 P. M. 
Festival speakers: Prof. John P. Meyer, Lutheran Semi- 
nary, Thiensvllle (Ezekiel 34, 23-35), and Prof. C. 
Schw eppe, President of Dr. Martin Luther College, New 
Ulm, Minnesota (John 4, 13-14). The Choir and some 
of the pupils of the school render festival selections un- 
der the direction of Mr. R. H. Sievert, Principal of the 
school. A public address system conveyed both services 
to the overflow attendance seated in the school gym- 
nasium and in different classrooms. Dinner and supper 
are served in our spacious school dining-hall by the 
Ladies’ Aid Society to 1980 people (inter 900: Sup- 
per, 1,080). 


The Dedication ceremony conducted by the present 
pastor is held after the afternoon service. Guest litur- 
gist for the afternoon service in church: Pastor Eldor 
Toepel, in recognition of the financial help given the 
congregation by Bethany Congregation in providing all 
Sie -room furniture for the entire school, also in the 
principal's office, including sinks and drinking fountains 
in the class-rooms at thes cost of $15,000, aad by St. 
John’s Congregation at Cold Spring in contributing some 
$2,000 bowarde the new school. 


A special invitation is extended to Mr. Chas. B. 
Rogers, from whom the site for the new school was pur- 
chased, as guest of honor at the dinner in the school 
dining hall, 


In connection with the afternoon service, Rev. R. 
V. Mueller, briefly addresses the congregation as Presi- 
dent of the Western Wisconsin District of our Wiscon- 
sin Synod, the District to which our congregation be- 
longs, 


PROCESSION TO THE NEW SCHOOL in the follow- 
ing order: Local Pastor and Guest Speakers: 
Rev H. Gieschen — Prof. John P. Meyer 
Prof. Carl Schweppe — Prof. E, E. Kowalke (who 
preached at the Cornerstone Laying ) 
Rev. R. W. Mueller — Rev. Eldor Toepel 
Faculty of St, Paul’s Lutheran School 
Building Committee — Architect 
General Contractor — School Board (St. Paul’s 
and Bethany ) 
Fund Raising Committee for the New School 
Choir, Pupils of the school that sang with the choir, 
Officers of the Ladies’ Aid Society, Congregation and 
Guests. 
At the new school: A hymn is sung, the General Contrac- 
tor (Mr. A. Piette of the Fred J: Piette & Sons Construc- 
tion Company of Appleton, Wisconsin) hands the pastor 
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Dedicat-on of the new school on May 5, 1957. Erected on 
the 342 acre Chas. B. Rogers property, acauired bv the 
congrecaticn at a cost of $25.000. Prof. O. L. Huebner is 
presenily living in the Chas B. Rogers dwelling. 


the key to the new school, the door is unlocked by the 
pastor; the doors are opened by the Chairman of the 
Building Committee, Mr. Rob: ert A, Krueger; Scripture 
Lesson and Prayer; and a closing hymn. God was good 
to us in granting us sunny, balmy weather for this ‘day. 


At the social gathering held in the gymnasium in the 
evening Pastor Walter We egner of Columba! Wisconsin, 
Secretary of our Synod’s Board of Edueitions gives an 
address. The Student Octette of Northwestern College, 
Watertown renders a number of selections, colored Slides 
on the construction of the school are chown Master of 
eremonies at the social gathering: Mr. Herbert F. 
Wisch, Chairman of the Fund Raising Committee. At- 
tendance at the 10:00 A.M, service, 717: at the 2:30 
P. M. service, 1,151. Total attendance: 1,868. Collection 
for the Church Extension Fund of our Wisconsin Synod 
in the morning service: $1,069.65; for the School Build- 
ing Fund, in rhe afternoon service: $3,553.38. 


The congregation celebrates the 23th anniversary 
of Mr. R, H. Sievert (Principal of the school) in the 
teaching profession on Sunday, June 16th. Envelope 
coleenen as an anniversary gift: $382.00. Bethany Men’s 
Feilowship supplies three busses for the school for the 
new school year. The busses have in no small way help- 
ed to increase the enrollment in the school. 


Shrubbery is planted at the new school out of money 
collected by the Confirmation Classes. The old * ‘rent- 
house” property across from the church towards the 
west, originaily purchased as a site for a parish hall 
during the pastorate of Rev, P. Janke, is sold to a build- 
ing contractor, Mr. Thomas Golinski, at the price of 
$4400 (Nov. 24th), the amount thus netted be eing ap- 
plied towards the debt of the school. 


Mrs. Joe Waleske in her last will and testament re- 
members the congregation with a bequest of $3,000 to- 
wards the School Building Fund and an additional un- 
specified bequest of $2,000. The latter amount is used 
for the rebuilding of the organ. 


1958 — A Piano Fund is established for the purpose 

of purchasing Hamilton (Baldwin) pianos for 
the school class-rooms. Playground equipment for the 
pupils of the lower grades is purchased out of money 
donated in memory 3 Mrs, Esther Kutz. A Hamilton 
piano is donated for the 8th grade class-room by the 
Roy Klement family in memory rag Mrs. Emma Klement. 


A new gas heating furnace is installed in the par- 
sonage at the cost of $1 213.00 by the Olson Heating Co. 


Pastor Lloyd O. Huebner of Wood Lake, Minn., is 
installed as principal of the Jefferson County intheran 
High School that is to open in our old school ae 
The installation service is held in our church (June 
29th). — November 6th and 7th: The annual two-day 
convention of the Wisconsin Lutheran State Teachers 
convention is held in our midst. Dinner and supper are 


served in our spacious school dining hall. 


The new principal of the Lutheran High School, 
Pror. Lioyp O. Hursnenr, is asked to serve as part-time 
assistant to the pastor, assisting him at the distribution 
of Holy Communion and preaching at least once a 
month (as a rule on Holy COMIninion Sundays). Prof. 
Geruarp Horn, Dean of Men at our Northwestern Col- 
lege at Watertown, had, until he accepted a call to Red 
Wing, Minn., for several years served as part-time as- 
sitant to the pastor. 


CRE 


Rev. Gerhard Horn 


Part-time assistant to the 
pastor while he was Dean 
of Men at Northwestern 
College, Watertown, till he 
accepted a call to Red 
Wing, Minn. Pastor Horn 
will be one of the guest- 
speakers at our Centennial 
festival on October 22nd. 


Rev. Lloyd O. Huebner 


Part-time assistant to the 
pastor, succeeding Pastor 
Horn after he accepted the 
call to Red Wing. Pastor 
Huebner, who came to Fort 
Atkinson from Wood Lake, 
Minn., is the princival of 
L>keside Lutheran Hich 
School, which is housed in 
our old school building till 
the new high school build- 
ing at Lake Mills is erected. 
Pastor Huebner is a mem- 
ber of our congregation 
and has for several months 
served as vacancy pastor 
at St. James Congregation, 
Cambridge. 


Tuesday, September 2nd: The Jefferson County 
Lutheran High School, beginning with a ninth grade, is 
opened with a special evening service in our church. 
Our old school building becomes the cradle for this 


school. Enrollment in the 9th grade (freshman class): 
4]. 
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] 959 — A knee-hole desk and chair for the sacristy are 

donated by Mr. & Mrs. Carl] Sievert, our church 
custodian and his wife, as a gift of gratitude to the Lord 
at the occasion of their Célden Wedding. 

A Lutheran Pioneers Boys Club is organized. 

June 13th (Saturday): The convention of the State 
Federation of the Aid Association for Lutherans is held 
in our midst. Meals are served to about 1000 delegates 
in our school dining-hall. June 21st: The congregation 
accepts the bid of ire Haase Organ Company of Marea 
go, Ill. to rebuild our organ at the price of $10,680. The 
82 060 bequest by Mrs. “Tos. Walenske (outside of an- 
other bequest $3,000 for the School Building Fund) 
used towards the first payment on the organ. 


1960 — A new gas heating system is installed in the 

teacherage (by the Fort Heating Co.) A Stew- 
ardship Committee, serving also as Evangelism Commit- 
tee, is organized, Chatman of the Committee: Mr. Ro- 
bert A. Krueger. The classs-rooms and hallway, also 
the basement ot the old school building receive a fresh 
coat of paint by donated labor of Tithe ran High School 
Association members. Through the fact that the schoo! 
rooms are kept in good shape by the High School As- 
sociation it has been of benefit for the congregation to 
let the association use the building tree of charge for 
Lutheran High School purposes. The congregation may 
have to make use of the building again for elass-room 
purposes as soon as the High School moves to its new 
building in Lake Mills. 

The Ladies’ Aid Society donates a pulpit gown to 
Mr. David Witte, who is in his first year at the Seminary 
at Thiensville. Pulpit gowns previously donated by the 

Ladies’ Aid Society: a new gown for the present pastor, 
gowns for Rev. Otto Pagels, Rev. Henry C. Gieschen, 
Rev Daniel M. eons Rev. Norbert A. Gieschen and 
Rev, Edward T. Gieschen. Years back one of the confir- 
mation classes donated a new pulpit gown for Pastor 
Nicolaus. 

Preparations are made for the congregation's Cen- 
tennial in the fall of 1961. Black and white pictures, 
as also colored slides, are taken of some ot the services 
in church, the classrooms in our school, as also of our 
church property. 

A monthly Centennial envelope is added to the pack 
of envelopes to defray the Centennial expenses (Cen- 
tennial Booklet, pictures, festival speakers, etc.). A 
Centennial Committee is appointed. An eamest effort 
is made to raise our full allottment $19,770.00 towards 
the Work of Synod. A Centennial Canvass is launched 
for the reduction of the debt on our school on Sunday, 
February 2Jst. Sermon by the pastor: Joshua 449 
“That when your children ask their fathers in time to 
come ‘What mean ye by these stones’, then ye shall an- 
swer them.. A second sermon in the interest of the 
reduction of our school debt by the pastor on Sunday, 
March 13th: Judges 7, 1-7. Sermon thought: Gideon 
routing the big army of the Midianites with an army 
of only 300 men. God does not need a big army to ac- 
complish His purposes. 


Debt on the school at this time: $153,279.77. Paid 
on the school since its erection (in round figures): 
$227,000.00. The total cost of the new school was 
$430,060. The class-room equipment was paid by Beth- 
any Congregation, and all other room furnishings by 
St. John’s Congregation of Cold Spring. The inter-com- 
munication system was installed as a memorial by Mr. 
& Mrs, Harold Schloesser in memory of their daughter, 
Patricia, who died at the age of four. 

Miss Quandt accepts a call to Appleton, after having 
served us for nine years, 

St. James Congregation of Cambridge, having a 
number of pupils in our school, makes several contri- 
butions towards the operating expenses of the school. 

The congregation, through a special canvas, partici- 
pates in the Siiatl Raising Campaign for the new Lake- 
side Lutheran High Seino! that is to be built at Lake 
Mills. (Amount pledged to date $40,000.) 

The coping of our house of worship is painted and 
minor repairs made in replacing some of the mortar be- 
tween the bricks by the Lindemann Company of Water- 
town at the price of $2,150. 

The parsonage and the teacherage receive a fresh 
coat of paint (Cost: $750.00). Members of the Men’s 
Club give the parsonage garage a sorely needed coat of 
paint. The garage is aha reshingled and an over-head 
door installed. The church steeple reecives a coat of 
paint. The cross atop the church had been regilded in 
the fall of 1955 as a donation by Mr. & Mrs. Hilmar 
Nitardy. The Daily Jefferson County Union carries a 
p: ‘cture of the painting of the steeple. 

The church floors are sanded and resurfaced by vol- 
unteer labor of members of the Council and others. Cost 
of material and equipment: $350.00, paid by the Men’s 
Club and the Ladies’ Aid. The church benches are re- 
finished. Church services during this time are held in 
the school dining hall (two Sundays). The church lec- 
tern is used as a pulpit. A library table, covered with 
a white linen cloth, with the crucifix from the church 
altar on the table, serves as an altar. The two large can- 
deiabra from the church are placed at either side of the 
pulpit. Colored pictures were taken of one of the ser- 
vices in the dining hall. 


The Evening Altar Guild, organized in May, 1957, 
donates a Baptismal shell. The Evening Altar Guild 
also supplies the Baptismal napkins with an embroid- 
ered cross that are then given each child in remem- 
brance of its Baptism. 


The cross at the time when it was re-gilded in the fall of 
1955. The cost of the re-gilding was a donafion by Mr. & 
Mrs. Hilmar Nitardy. Standing beside the cross: our 
church custodian since 1937, Mr. Carl Sievert. 


The first class (9th grade) of the Jefferson County Luther- 
an High School (now Lakes‘de Lutheran Hiah School), 
housed in our old school building. Picture taken in Sep- 
tember, 1958. Teaching staff: Prof. L. O. Huetn>-r (Princi- 
pal), Miss Mildred Buending, Mr. Richard Kiessling. 


Pre tee eer eer ey 


The Pipe Organ being re-built by the Haase Organ 
Company at a cost of $10,800. This is the third pipe 
organ in the history of the congregation. 


Improvements in our house of worshiv: new (red) 
carpeting and foam rubber padding, a donation by 
Mr. & Mrs. Hilmar Nitardy; chancel chairs re-up- 
holstered in red to match the carveting, a donation 
by Mr. & Mrs. Otto Bammel; pulvit lowered one 
ft.; floors sanded and resurfaced; benches varished. 
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The work of re-building the organ is begun in the 
fall of 1960. During the Howth that the conggregation 
is without an organ, a Baldwin Electronic Organ, sup- 
plied free of charge by the Johnson Music Senite at 
Janesville, supplies the organ accompaniement for the 
services. The work of re- -building the organ is completed 
at the end of January, 1961. The total amount needed 
for the re-building of the organ is at hand before the 
organ is completed ($10,680.00). 


The pulpit is lowered 1 ft., without changing the 
design of the pulpit. The lowered pulpit g gives the one 
cel a wider appearance and gives hosae sitting left of 
the pulpit towards the south a larger view of the altar, 
and thus has met with general approval. The lowered 
pulpit will be appreciated especially by mourners sit- 
ting directly before the pulpit. Mr. Marvin Jaeckel and 
Mr. Willard Pitzner had the honor of lowering the pulpit. 
The names of Mr. Marvin Jaeckel, Mr. Willard Pitzner, 
Mr. Floyd Kiesling (who lent a helping hand), and 
Rev. H. Gieschen, are perpetuated on a slip of paper at 
the base of the lowered pulpit, in remembrance of the 
lowering of the pulpit. 


New carpeting (red), including separate foam-rub- 
ber padding, is donated by Mr. & xe Hilmar Nitardy. 
The work of laying the carpeting is done by Mr. Arnold 
Reinke, Persident ‘af the Congregation, and Mr, Walter 
Wetzel, a former member of the Council, both of them 
experienced hands at carpet-laying. The old carpeting 
is now used for the stairway to the balcony and to the 
basement. 


A davenport and chair for the Men’s Lounge and 
Ladies’ Lounge in the basement are a donation by Mr. 
& Mrs. Otto Bammel. Also donated by Mr. & Mrs. Bam- 
mel: the re-upholstering of the chancel chairs. 


The two new cabinets in the narthex of the church 
are a donation by Mr. & Mrs. Fred Rodau at the occa- 
sion of their Golden Wedding in December of 1960. 
The light on the lectern is a dontnen by Mrs. Fred Ro- 
dau in memory of her parents, Mr. & Mrs. Win. Jordan. 
The push-button switch for the lectern light is a dona- 
tion by Mr. Walter Jaeckel. 


In preparation for the Centennial the coping oe 
all out-door wood-work of the church was painted in 
1960 by the Lindemann Company of Watertown at a 
cost of approximately $2500.00. 


In a special meeting, held in the spring of this year, 
the congregation entered into an agreement with Beth- 
any an with St. John’s Congregation of Cold Spring 
(o make the operation of the school busses a joint ven- 
ture of these three congregations, A committee, consist- 
ing of members from these three congregations was 
elected as School Bus Committee: representing St. Paul’s: 
Mr. Wayne Allbee, (Secretary), Mr. Walter Hupke. 
( Treasurer); representing Bethany: Mr. Robert Kyle, 
Mr. Roland Delikat; representing St. John’s, Cold Spring: 
Mr. Ferd. Kutz (Chairman), Mr. Willard Yandrey. 


The rheostat, controlling the chancel lights, is re-in- 
stalled in its place. The rheostat had been taken to 
Milwaukee for repairs a number of years back, but had 
not been re-installed. Mr. Floyd Kiesling did the re-in- 
stalling, assisted by Mr. Walter Wetzel. 

a 


The enlarging of the Bible rest on the pulpit, as al- 
so the board reflecting the pulpit light towards the in- 
side, are a donation by Mr. Walter Wetzel. 


The lectern is moved about 1 ft. towards the north 
wall of the chancel. 


The lannon stone structure holding the bulletin 
board is a memorial donation by the Elmer Bickle Fami- 
ly (Mr. & Mrs. Bickle, Mrs. Donald (Mary) Vandre, 
W ayne, hele La Verne Bickle) in memory of Mr. James 
Bickle, a son of the family, who lost his life in an auto- 
accident on the 16th of April of this year. 


MR. ERNEST EHLERS 


The new white and green altar, pulpit, and lectern 
5 Po School Custodian since June of this year. 


vestments are a donation by the Evening Altar Guild. 
The Altar Guild intends to donate Ace vestments in 
other colors. 


The grill work (above the cold air returns in the 
church) concealing the loud speakers is a donation by 
Mr. Arnold Reinke, President of the Congregation, who 
spent many hours both in designing the grill work, as 
also in getting it ready and putting it in its place. Mr. 
Anthony Kadlec lent a helping hand in cutting out the 


design. 
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In the July meeting of the congregation in this year 
the congregation aomded to Bee the coal heating 
system in the old school (presently being used as school 
building for the Lakeside Lutheran High School) into 


a gas heating system. 


Council-men and ushers ovening School Building Fund 


é ing > congregati >cide 
In the same meeting the congregation decided to mays ys 


convert a part of the Chas, B. Rogers property, acquired 
by the congregation when the new school was built, in- 
to a parking lot for the school busses and other cars. 
The parking lot will run about half-way from the north 
end of the new school to East Milwaukee Avenue, 
measuring 130 ft. x 55 ft., with parking space for about 
22 cars. 


On Wednesday of the Holy Week in this Centennial 
year the Choir of Dr. Martin Luther College, New 
Ulm, Minn., under the direction of Prof, Martin Albrecht 
gave a sacred concert in our house of worship. The 
Ladies’ Aid Society and the Evening Altar Guild served 
meals to the members of the choir. MManbers in the con- 
gregation provided night-lodging. 


The automatic slide projector with a pointer, which 
will be used to show the colored slides that have been 
taken for the Centennial, is a memorial donation by Mr. 
Leonard Karnes in memory of his son, Robert Leonard 
Karnes, who lost his life June 23, 1945, as a pilot in 
World War II, crashing into a mountain in Burma. 


Council-men and ushers ovening church contribution 


envelopes after the Sunday services. They often do not 
get home till around 1:00 p.m. 


° ° ° ° 
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Gormer Teachers at St. Pauli Lutheran Schoal 


oy ee 


i, a e | 
Miss Marjorie Mumm Miss Ione Strege Miss Li’lian Quandt Miss Bethel Kahrs 
1955 - 1959 1955 - 1958 1951 - 1960 1952 - 1955 


First day of the hot lunch program, March 7, 1249, Eighth Grade at the time, Mr. E. W. Schumacher, 


in the old school. In the background, near the was Principal of the school from 1920 to 1948. 
door (left to right): Mr. Robert A. Krueger, Rev. Picture taken in 1944, 


H. Gieschen, Mr. Edgar Wehausen, Mr. R. H. Sie- 
vert, Miss Viola Schlueter (latter three: the teach- 
ing staff). 


The school in the vear 1901, at the time of 
Mr. E. R. Schneider, who taught from 1901 
to 1907. The school at the time was still a 
one classroom school with some 57 pupils. 
Mr. E. R. Schneider is still living and plans 
to be with us for the Centennial celebration 
on October 22nd. 


The upper class of the school (grades 4 - 8) 
at the time of Mr. Daniel Vogel, Principal of 
the school from 1907 to 1920. Picture taken 
around 1915. On the picture: two bovs who 
later became presidents of the conareaation, 
Chester Mittag and Arnold Reinke. 
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sacher E. W. Timm, 
who taught in the 

bool from 1892-3896, 
vhen he accepted a Teacher E.H. Schmah accepted a position 
to St, Luke’s who taught in the with the Aid Associ- 
Congregation, 
Mi'waukee. 


St. Poult Lutheran School 


The history of the school dates back to the very be- 

naing of the congregation, evidenced by the fact that 
ea in 1863 a Fhoal elder was elected and that, 
when the first church was built, a room was provided 
in the rear of the church that was to serve as a school- 
rcom, The actual beginning of the school was in 1886 
when Pastor J. H. Brockmann was called with the stipu- 
lation that he was to teach at least four days a week for 
not less than six months. 


Because of overcrowded conditions in the school- 
room in the church, the congregation already in 1869 
decided to build a separate school between the church 
and the first parsonage. It appears from the early min- 
utes that teachers were engaged to teach during the 
summer-months, while Pastor Brockman taught school 
during the winter-months. In 1874 a teacher was called 
to assist Pastor Brockmann in the school. The first per- 
manent teacher was called in 1876. In 1891 an addition, 
24 ft. long was built to the east end of the school, then 
still standing between the church and the parsonage. 
In 1895 the school building was moved to the two lots 
behind the church, that had been purchased at Pastor 
Dowidat’s time. This was done to gain more space for 
the new parsonage that was to be built as also to pro- 
vide more playground for the children. Teachers E. W. 
Timm, A. H. Schmah, A, H. Jaeger, A. H. Hauber, and 
E. R. Schneider (all of them male teachers) taught the 
one-room school from 1892 to 1906, in succession. In 
the year in which Mr. Daniel Vogel was called as teach- 
er (1907 ) the school was enlarged into a two class-room 
school, the lower grades being taught in succession by 
the following women teachers: Miss Theodora Bittner, 
HS Marie poet iirer Miss Alma Peters; Miss Emilie 

Wudtke; and again Miss Marie Scheurer. 


In the year 1916 the second school building was built 
with provision for four class-rooms, and two play- -rooms 
in the basement. The school, however, was still only a 
two-room school. In the year 1922, two years after Mr. 
E. W. Schumacher had been called as principal of the 


school, the school became a three class-room school, 
Miss Elizabeth Reuter having charge of the intermedi- 
ate class, Miss Gerda Koch teaching the primary class. 
The two lower classes were taught by Miss Frieda 
Wambsganss, Miss Bertha Fiolrshueter Miss Gertrude 
Zabel, Miss Mildred Buending (1925-1935, intermediate 
class) and Miss Viola Schlueter (1926-1952). In 1935 
Mr. Ad. Wilbrecht was called’ for the intermediate 
class, serving till 1944, when he accepted a call as prin- 
cipal of Our Saviors Lutheran School in Wausau, Mr. 
Edgar Wehausen was called as Wilbrecht’s successor. 
In years of service in the congregation Mr. Wehausen 
is the senior among the present teachers in the school. 


In the summer of 1948, Mr. R. H. Sievert of Flint, 
Michigan, was called as prinicpal of the school, to suc- 
ceed Mr, Schumacher, who had resigned to take up 
some other work, 


Various factors have contributed to the growth of 
the school. In the spring( March )of 1949 the Hot Lunch 
program was inaugurated, the basement of the school 
serivng as dining room. For several years meals were 
prepared under the capable supervision of Mrs. Carl 
Rusch and Mrs. Carl Sievert. At present a staff of three 
cooks is employed to serve an average of 275 children 
each day. 

In the fall of 1949 a separate Kindergarten was add- 
ed to the school. Originally this class was combined 
with the first grade under the supervision of Miss Viola 
Schlueter. In the fall of 1950 a separate teacher was 
called for the Kindergarten. For many years this class 
was housed in the “rent-house” (across the street from 
the church) owned by the congregation and remodeled 
to serve as a Kindergarten class-room. The first class 
(1949) numbered 14. “Over succeeding years the enroll- 
ment has grown to 40. This class is ¥divided into two 
sections, half being taught in the morning, the other 
half in the afternoon, 


Owing to the increased enrollment additional rooms 


had to be provided to house the classes. In the sum- 
mer of 1952 an additional classroom was annexed to the 


Some of the Teachers Who Served St. Pauls 


Teacher E. R. 


school in 1896. ation for Lutherans 


at Avv'eton. 


Schneider who served 
the congreaation from Teacher Daniel Vogel, 
1901 to 1907, wren he 


: ; Miss Alma Peters, who 
who served the con- Miss Marie Scheurer, taucht the vrimarv 


greqation from 1207 to who taught in the class from 1912 to 1914 

1920. It was during his school from 1908-1912, when she became the 

time tat the second: and again from 1915- wife of Mr. Hubert 
school was brilt. UM ie Lemke. 


Miss Esther Nicolaus 


Above left: 


Mr. E. W. Schumacher, Princival of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School from 1920 to 1948. It was during his time that the 
school became a three classroom school. 


Above, center: 


Mr. Adolph Wilbrecht, who taught the intermediate grades 
of the schocl from 1935 to 1944 when he accepted a call 
to our Savior’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Wausau. Wis. 


Above, right: 


Miss Viola Schlueter, who taught the primary grades in 
the school from 1926 to 1952, when she accepted a call to 
St. John’s Congregation at Watertown, Wis. 


school. This room housed the fifth and sixth grades 
until the new school was built. Added classrooms were 
also gained by using the basement of the school. Grades 
seven and eight were housed in this area which at the 
same time peony as cafeteria for the lunch program. 

A further development which promoted the “growth 
of the school was the establishment of a bus system to 
transport especially the children of rural areas to the 
school. The Men’s Fellowship of Bethany Congregation 
inaugurated this transportation system in January, 1957, 
wills the purchase of two busses. In the fall of nis 
a third bus was added, and subsequently a fourth, 
Voikswagen. Since the spring of 1961 the bus a hie 
has become a joint venture of St. Paul’s Congregation, 
Bethany Congregation, and St. John’s Congregation of 
Cold Spring. During the past summer of 1961 two new 
busses were purchased to replace vehicles that were 
worn out. An average of 150 children are transported 
to and from school cneh day. 


Because of overcrowded conditions in the old school, 
the congregation found itself compelled to build a larger 
school. The new school, a modern building with nine 
classrooms, a visual aids room, a specious dining hall 
(and auditorium), a gymnasium, a_ principal's ‘office, 
teachers’ lounge, was dedicated on May 5, 1957, (See 
year 1957), 

During the past decade the school has enjoved a 
splendid growth, the enrollment increasing from 116 
pupils in 1948 to 361 in the school year, 1960-1961. Be- 
cause of the growth in enrollment-the number of teachers 
on the faculty increased proportionately from three to 
ten. A total of twenty teachers served in our school dur- 
ing these years. 

Bethany Congregation of this city and St. John’s 
Congregation of Cold Spring send their children to St. 
Patilis School. Both congregations have, under the 
leadership of their pastors (Rev. Richard Jungkuntz, 
Rev. G, Franzmann, and Rev. Eldor Toepel) taken an 
active interest in the school, and this active interest con- 
tinues today under the leadership of the present pastor 
of these congregations, Rev. Robt. Hoenecke. Both con- 
gregations have assumed an obligation in the support 
of the school. Bethany provides tye teachers on our 
staff. St. John’s of Cold Spring supports the school with 
a monthly contribution. Both congregations are repre- 
sented on the school board and have a voice in matters 
pertaining to the school. The common interest in the 
school has knit these three congregations together in a 
close relationship with one adther and Ae brought 
about a fine spirit of harmony and co-operation. May 
God ever preserve this close relationship ‘and this unity 
of spirit. 

For several years a number of children from St. 
James Congregation of Cambridge have also attended 
St. Paul’s School. This congregation has for this reason 
made several financial pohiribetions toward the support 
of the school. 

What St. Paul’s Congregation is today it owes in 
no small measure to its @hristian Day School, May God 
continue to bless the school for the promotion of His 
Kingdom among us and for the salvation on many 
bided brought souks of children. 
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Teachers Vha Haue Sernued in St Pauli Lutheran School 


MALE TEACHERS Miss Alma > Peters se 1912 - 1914 ate pee aad PRE Shan 1950 - 1951 
; J (Mrs. Hubert Lemke) iss Jéan Eickstaedt ................ 1952 - 1953 
rie Cua 8 Accs Maan Mics: ixnily’ Wudiee eee 1914-1915 (Mrs. William Moeller) 
H. A. Jaeger 1896 -1897 Miss Marie Scheurer .................. 1915-1917 Miss Bethel Kahrs .......0.0020..... 1952 - 1955 
Ottosfual Glauber ae 1897 - 1901 (Mrs. Walter Sievert) (Mrs Myron Matthies) 
KueRaeSchndidertex. mien aan 1901 - 1907 Miss Lydia Weerts) 2... 1917-1918 Miss Katherine Sperling .......... 1953 - 1955 
Daniclaieogel occ cone 1907-1920 Miss Elizabeth Reuter .... 1918-Jan. 1925 _ (Mrs. Leon’ Kutz) 
BW. Schumacher... 1920 - 1948 1 Mss Onthensel) Missslone’ Strese a eae 1955 - 1958 
EE Wilbrecht . 1935 - 1944 Miss Gerda Koch .............. 1922 - Jan. 1975 (Mrs. Ray Zechel) 
i a Miss Frieda Wembsganss, Jan.- June 1925. Mrs. Robert Otterstatter __..... 1956 - 1958 
WOMEN TEACHERS Miss Bertha Holzhueter ............ 1925-1926 Miss Marie Kusick ............... ..... 1958 - 1961 


Miss Wilhelmine Haase ............ 1881 - 1891 : = : 
Miss Dora Bittner _............... 1907-1908 Miss Mildred Buending 
Miss Marie Scheurer... 1908-1912 Miss Viola Schlueter 


(Mrs. Walter Sievert) 
. Jan. - Apr. 1912 


(Mrs. Erwin Bittner) 


Miss Helen Berger 
Miss Lillian Quandt 


Miss Gertrude Zabel, Jan. 1925 - June 1926 
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(Mrs. Byron Schaefer) 


ee 1926-1935 Miss Ardyce Benning ............... 1960 - 1961 
par oF ON eee 1996 - 1952 (Mrs. Henry Peter) * 
1949-1951 Miss Marjorie Mumm ........... 1955 - 1959 
1951 - 1960 (Mrs. Willard Lemke) * 


* — Served both St. Paul’s (1955-1958), and Bethany (1958-1959). 


SS 


School Faculty 
St. Pauli Lutheran School 
1967-62 


Mr. R. H. Sievert, Principal of St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
since 1948. Under his able leadership as principal of the 
school, a phenomenal growth has been enjoyed with an 
enrollment in this Centennial year of 370 and a teaching 
staff of ten. It was during his years as principal that the 
new school was built. Mr. Sievert comes from a fami'y 
that has supplied one minister and six teachers (3 male 
teachers, 3 women teachers). 


Standing (left to right): Miss Janice Schmidt (lst grade part of second); Mrs. Norville Lansing, 
(4th grade); Miss LaRene Korthals (2nd grade): Miss Magdalene Pabst (2nd grade, part of Ist); 
Mrs. Harold Hanson (Kindergarten); Miss Lucille Schmidt (3rd grade, supplied by Bethany). 


Seated (left to right): Mr. Edgar Wehausen (Sth grade); Mr. Donald Hartwig (5th grade, sup- 
plied by Bethany); Mr. R. H. Sievert (Principal, 8th grade); Mr. Robert Otterstatter (7th grade, 
Athletic Director). 
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Ocesld Bi A A anak ake eo 


THE COMBINED SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. PAUL’S, BETHANY, & ST. JOHN’S, Co'd Spring 
Front row: The School Board of St. Paul’s Congregation: left to right: Mr. Milo Eckhart (Sec- 
retary); Mr. Wayne Allbee; Mr. Harry Arndt; Mr. R. H. Sievert (Principal); Rev. H. Gieschen 


(Chairman), 


Back row; The School Board of Bethany Congregation, left to right: Mr. James Cloute, Mr. 
Donald Peterson, Mr. Donald Yackels, Rev. Robert Hoenecke (serving Bethany and St. John’s 
of Cold Spring), Mr. Ferdinand Kutz (representing St. John’s of Cold Spring on the School 


Board). 


PRESENT FACULTY OF ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL — YEAR 1961 - 1962 


R. H. Sievert, Principal 
Robert Otterstatter 


Edgar Wehausen 
Donald Hartwig ° 
Lucille Schmidt ° 
Mrs. Norville Lansing 
LaRene Korthals 
Magdalene Pabst 
Janice Schmidt 

Mrs. Harold Hanson 


SINCE GRADE PUPILS 
1960-1961 
1948 — (7-8) (8) 31 
1955 — (7) 45 
1944 — (6) 45 
1956 — (5) 35 
1961 — (3) 26 
1961 — (4) 45 
1960 — (2) 37 
1958 — (1-2) 25 
1959 — (2) (1) 33 
1951 — Kindergarten 39 


° — TEACHERS CALLED BY BETHANY CONGREGATION TO 


NUMBER OF CLASSES 


(ROOMS) BY YEARS 


1869 — 1907 
1907 — 1922 
1922 — 1948 
1948 — 1950 
1950 — 1951 
1952 — 1954 
19535 — 1956 
1956 — 1958 
1959 — 1961 


1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 


TOPAL C6! 


SERVE IN ST, PAUL'S SCHOOL 


ENROLLMENT BY YEARS SINCE 1947 


1948, 22230 A. Iee: L1G, | UO = Loe tans ee ae 249 
1949 jg. 53 las 132, 1950. =, )966a0 ee 278 
1950) See es 162) “1906 = F057 7 wees oe 280 
LOS L, heres meee Ae 7G. LOD 0 NOON ars sone ee 303 
iS oe gpaeie ie F's ast 196 1958 — 1959 ........ SEP Aes 329 
OBS) oe ei eee DIG PLSD i OGY ere ee 365 
1954 2 ae eee 228). TOGO ge LOG atheist ele aya 361 
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Euening Allor Guild 
(Second Thursday of the month, 7:30 p.m.) 


Miss Wicyd Bramerigee ee President 
Mrs. Robert Simdon ............... Vice-President 
Mrse Leon Kuitzieee eee see = eee Secretary 


Mrsé, Marvin. Jaeckel mos 4 she. ne Treasurer 


Mixed Choir 


(Wednesday evenings, 7:30 p.m.) 
Mr. R. H. Sievert, (Principal of School) Director 


Mire DavicdmeWWinterswes. ee President 


Miss? Joanmenricese jae Vice-President 
poets Ts Secretary-Treasurer 


Miss Linda Reinke 
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OFFICERS OF THE MEN’S CLUB 


Left to right: Mr. Wm. May. Secretary: Mr. Nor- 
bert Klug, President: Mr. Roy Denzin, Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mr. Ralph Oakey, Treasurer. 


MEN’S CLUB 


Meets First Thursday of month, 7:30 p.m. 


Norbert’ Klug seems President 
Roy: Denzinieeee eee Vice-President 
William. Maye Soomro Secretary 
Ralph Oakey (ie. Treasurer 


SICK BENEFIT SOCIETY 


Meets First Thursday of the month, 7:00 p.m. 


Watler Erdman President 
Hubert Kintz ae eee Vice-President 
James Stockfisch Recording Secretary 
Roy Denzin eee Financial Secretary 
Leonard Schilberg ...................-- Treasurer 


SENIOR BIBLE CLASS 


Meets Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. as announced 


Conducted by Rev. H. Gieschen 


RéevaH: Gieschen =e President 
Nish 1S Beli aaeneeneeee Vice-President 
Mrs) Bentliemkepsee sens Secretary 
Harty Kowalke eee oy Treasurer 


INTERMEDIATE BIBLE CLASS 
Third Thursday of the month, 7:30 p.m. 


Conducted by Mr, Edgar Wehausen (teacher) 


No special officers 


JUNIOR BIBLE CLASS 


Every other Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 


Conducted by Mr. R. H. Sigvert, Mr. Donald Hartwig, 


and Mr. Robert Otterstatter, Teachers 
Wayne Krueger President 
David Bienfang Vice-President 
Eillena Kitz eae Secretary-Treasurer 


SCHOOL BAND 


Saturday mornings, also after school one day a week 


LUTHERAN PIONEERS (BOY’S CLUB) 


Rebert Dauffenbach 
R. A. Dahms ....0.......... Asst’ Chairman 
Alex Kerbel Treasurer & Trainmaster 
Hinibert sk aenke ieee Secretary 
Thomas R. Knoll ----.--.. Asst, Secretary 


Wk Mahe Chairman 


a... BE : ee 
OFFICERS OF THE SICK BENEFIT SOCIETY 


Left to right, seated: Mr. Leonard Schilberg, Treas- 

urer; Mr. Walter Erdman, President; Standing: Mr. 

Hubert Kutz, Vice-President: Mr. James Stockfisch, 

Recording Secretary: Mr. Roy Denzin, Financial 
Secretary. 


OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION .- 1961 
PRESIDEN Ta. oss. ae eee ARNOLD REINKE 
VICE-PRESIDENT FLOYD KIESLING 


SEGRETA RY (6Ss0yec oe RALPH OAKEY 
TREASURER 23.2 u eee DONALD TEWS 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY .......... HAROLD STEINEL 
ATEMION ERO ogee caneenee FRITZ FEUERHERM 


MRS. CARL WICKLUND 


Secretary for Contributions 
(posting envelope contributions) 


MRS. FRANK KLOIBER 
Bulletin and Mailing Secretary 


MRS. GEO. LINBERTS, Sr. 


Spiritual Welfare Commission 
Secretary since World War I 


MRS. ARTHUR OTT 


Secretary for School Building 
Fund Contributions 


Stewardship Committee 


), Norbert Klug, Clarence 


alrman 


. Gieschen, Robert A. Krueger (Ch 


Harry Kewalke, Rev. H. 


Langholff, Vilas Behl. 
Standing (left to right) 


ated (left to right) 


Sz 


Kenneth C. Krause, Wesley Kutz, Geo. Bless, Geo. Linberts, Jr., Karl Kube, 


Arnold Warnke, 


- 
: 


Arthur Ott, Floyd Pfeifer. 


Not shown on pic 


inters. 


Clyde Hrobsky, Carl Rusch, Forrest W 


ing, 


ies] 


ture: Floyd K 


the background. 


in 


e Church Steevle 


ground with th 


View of the school from the play 
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REV. C. F. RUTZEN REV. OTTO PAGELS 


From Lay-Homes of the Congregation: 


REV. CHARLES F, RUTZEN. son of the late Mr. & 
Mrs. Charles Rutzen. Served congregations at Ar- 
cadia, Wis.; Fountain City, Wis.; Minced. Wis.; 
Weronunce. Mich.; Scio, “Mich.; and last, Bay Cine 
Michigan. Was an uncle to Mr. Herbert F. ‘Wisch, 
Mrs. Forrest Winters, Mrs. Clifford Roessler and Mrs. 
Earl Feutz and a brother-in-law of Mrs. Paul Rutzen. 
Called to his eternal rest. 


REV. OTTO A. PAGELS, son of the late Mr. & Mrs. 
Hans Pagel, son-in-law of Mr. & Mrs, John Krause. 
Served congregations in Lancaster, Wis.; La Crosse, 
Wis.; presently. serving St. Paul’s Congregation at Ix- 
onia, Wis. 


MR. DAVID WITTE, son of Mr. & Mrs. Albert Witte. 
preparing for the Ministry at the Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary, Mequon, Wis. Presently vicaring in St. 
Matthew’s Congregation, Winona, Minnesota. 


From the Homes of Ministers who have served 
St. Pauls Congregation: 


From the home of Rev. J. H. Brockmann: 
Rev. Paul Brockmann, having served last at Wauke- 
sha (deceased). 


From the home of Rev. Chr. Dowidat: 
Rev. Paul Dowidat, having served many years at St. 
Paul, Minn. (retired). 


The entire Gieschen Family in the service 
of the Lord. Left to right: Rev. Henry C. 
Gieschen, Rib Lake, Wis.; Rev. Daniel M. 
Gieschen, Adrian, Mich.; Rev. Edaar T. Gie- 
schen, Akaska, So. Dakota; Rev. Norbert A. 
Gieschen, Stoddard, Wis. Inset: Miss Ruth 
A. Gieschen, Lutheran teacher, Sebewaing, 
Mich. 


Sond of the 
Congregation Whe 
have Entered 


the Ministry 


MR. DAVID WITTE 


Rev. John Dowidat, having served many years at Oak- 
field, Wis. (deceased), 


From the home of Rev. Julius Haase: 
Rev, A. C. Haase, having served many years at St. 
Paul, Minn. (deceased ), 
Rey. Gust Haase, having served St. John’s at Cold 
Spring several years, besides other congregations, 
chiefly in Minnesota (retired; living in St. Paul). 
Rev. Henry Haase, having served many years in Ben- 
ton Harbor, Mich, (retired: living in Benton Harbor). 
Rev. Walter Haase, having served many years at Two 
Rivers, Wis. (deceased: June of this ye ear). 
Rev. Martin Haase, having served a congregation in 
Michigan (deceased ). 


From the home of Rev. Palmer L, Janke: 
Rev. Palmer L. Janke, Jr., presently serving at Kilgore, 
Texas (Mo. Synod). 


From the home of the present pastor: 
Rev. Henry C, Gieschen, presently serving at Rib 
Lake, Wis. (also Spirit and Prentice). 
Rev. Daniel M. Gieschen, presently serving at Adrian, 
Mich. 
Rev. Norbert A. Gieschen, presently serving at Stod- 
dard, Wis. (also Genoa) . 
Rev. Edgar T. Gieschen, presently serving at Akaska, 
So. Dakota (also Tolstoy ). 


Teacher Theodore Schultz, the 

first son of the congregation who 

became a Christian Day School 
teacher 


Teachers prom the 


Congregation in Our 


Christian Day Schools 


Male Teachers 


Mr. THeovore Scuuxrz, son of the late Mr. & Mrs. Alb. Schultz. 


Mr, 
Wis.., 
Minn, 


Mr. Carl Wisch 


Schultz taught in Burr Oak, Wis., 
St. John’s, Waterloo, Wis.: 
(a total of 45 years). 
Schultz was a brother of Mrs, Otto Bellman, Mrs. Ed. Kammer. 
Mrs. Dora Bartelt, Mr. 


Mr. Cart Wiscu, son of Mr. & Mrs, Wm. Wisch. 
pal of St. Paul’s School in Rockford, Illinois. 


Mr. Ertryc CaricuaeL, son of Dr. & Mrs, 
taught at the Wisconsin Lutheran High School, 
two. years. Intends to return to our Seminary at Mecquon to 
complete his studies for the ministryy. 


St. John’s, Jefferson, 
last He 23 years in Goodhue, 
Deceased: October 1956. Mr. 


Alb. Schultz and Mr. Alvin Schultz. 
Presently Princi- 


C. S. Carmichael, 
Milwaukee 


Mr. Gary Caricuae., son of Dr. & Mrs. C. S. Carmichael, teach- 
in at Kenosha (Friedens). 


Women Teachers 


Miss Ruta Wiscu, now Mrs, Geo. Phillips, daughter of 
the Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Wisch’s who taught 10 years. 


Mrs. Harotp Hanson, Adeline, 
of Mr. & Mrs. Otto Bellman. 
since October 1951. 


nee Bellman, daughter 
Teaching Kindergarten 


Miss Lucite CaricHaeL, now Mrs. Howard Wessel. 
daughter of th Dr. C. S. Carmichael’s taught in Mil- 
waukee, Atonement and Fairmont, inn: 


Miss KaTHLEEN Wecner, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Law- 
rence Wegner, teaching i Bethany Congregation, 
Kenosha since the fall of 1953. 


Miss Lyta Ine, now Mrs. Henry Spiegelberg, daughter 
of Mr. & Mrs. Martin Ihde. ‘Taught at Good Shep- 
herd Congregation, West Allis, 


Miss CHARLENE CLouTE, now Mrs. Gordon Neujahr, 
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cloute. Taught at 
Omaha, Nebraska, two years. 


Miss Linpa Winter, now Mrs. Don O'Neill, daughter 
of Mr. & Mrs. Rudolph Winter. Taught at Crete. 
Illinois and Madison, Wisconsin. 


Mrs. C, S. Carmicuaet, Alvina nee Dunlap teaching at 
Hales Corners, Wisconsin. 


Miss Marretra Inpe, now Mrs. Car! Pautsch, daughter 
of Mr. & Mrs. Martin Ihde. Taught one year be St 
Paul, Minn., teaching at Waterloo, Wis., since the 
fall of 1959, 


Miss DARLENE SIEVERT, now Mrs. James Bartol, daugh- 
ter of Mr. & Mrs. Otto Sievert. Taught at Minneapo- 
lis, Minnesota, 


Miss Rut ANGELICA GIESCHEN, daughter of Rev. & Mrs. 
Henry A. Gieschen. Teaching an Sebewaing, Michi- 
gan, since September, 1961. 


Miss Juprru Stevert, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. R, H. Sie- 
vert. Teaching at Mt. Calvary Congregation, Wau- 
kesha, Wis., since September of this Centennial year. 


PREPARING FOR THE TEACHING MINISTRY IN 
OUR SCHOOLS: 


At Dr. Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minnesota: 

Miss Janet Sievert, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. R. H. Sievert. 
Miss Karen Sievert, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Otto Sievert. 
Miss Linda Kaiser, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kaiser. 


At Milwaukee Lutheran Teachers’ College: 
Miss Jean Ihde, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Martin Ihde. 


Miss Faith Wegner, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Bernard 
Wegner. (Attended Dr Martin Luther College, New 
Ulm, last year). 


Miss Ellen Kutz, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Harlow Kutz. 


Some now attending the Lakeside Lutheran High School 
will later enroll in one of the colleges ited. above. 


Iu the Seruice of Our Lord In Our Apache Mission 


(From our Congregation) 


Miss Louise Kutz, who has for more than twenty 
years rendered invaluable service to our Apache 
Mission in Arizona as matorn of the East Fork Board- 
ing School for Apache children at Whiteriver, Ari- 
zona. Miss Kutz is heart and soul in her work as 
matron, loves the Apache children and is loved by 
them. Miss Kutz has retained her membership in 
cur congregation and every now and then sends our 
Ladies’ Aid Society pictures of the East Fork Board- 
ing school. 


Miss Kutz is at the left of the picture. Seated 
next to her are Mrs. Wm. Kutz, an aunt, and Miss 
Olive Kutz, a cousin of Miss Kutz. Picture taken at 
a visit at the East Fork Mission in August cf 1959. 
In the foreground: some of Miss Kutz’s charges at 
the Boarding School. 
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M&. FERDINAND BERG, SR., 
March 9, 1844 — November 22, 1945 
Age: 101 years, 8 months, 13 days. 


13 pet ntia pe 
MRS. FERDINAND GRUBE receiving Holy Communion in the home of 
her children, Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Grube. The speaking tube seen on the 
picture was donated by the Senior Bible Class some twenty years back. 

Born: July 30, 1958; Day of Death: October 3, 1960. 

Age: 102 years, 2 months, 3 days. 

(O!dest member in the history of the Congregation) 


Se a 


> 


MR. AUGUST WITTLIEF, Born: July 
27, 1859. Dav of Death: O-toher 5, 
1959. Age: 100 years, 2 months, 8 days. 


OLDEST MEMBER 
STILL LIVING 
Mrs. Augusta Buchholtz — 
Age on Sevtember 20th of 
this year: 97. 


3 ie 
$ 
~ 
Our church property as it looked in 190). 
me oe 
60th Anniversary of the Dedication of 
our House of Worship, December 8, 1961. 
STATISTICS MINISTERIAL ACTS 
(1861-1961 ) (During the present pastor’s 25 years of service in the 
congregation ) 
Balt cee meeee.. cevmes 5 Feu h et, 2) een gtk 3,720 aves a 
2 0h 8 Van a WE A eee ene 
Confi Verenetete.. eh he. ae 26 a 
ie: os ro ominrmeth sees t ye ees 845 
United in holy wedlock (couples) -...... 1,054 Coupled (marriages) ................. 338 
Lome restr( burials) Utd) kee er 1,478 Laid to rest (burials) ........ sae: 492 
Communicant Members ............ ae Sit he 1,320 
Voting Members 0.0... 1: Lier «eae aie a 486 Past Presidents of the Congregation during 
TEAC VLETIDETS Wee eet eee Re BS 185 the past 25 years 


Mr. Robert A. Krueger 
ic Mr. E. R. Klassy 
Mr, George Bless 
Mr. Harry Kowalke 
DEBT ON THE NEW SCHOOL Mr. Harlow Kutz 
Mr. Chester Mittag 
Mr. John Misfeldt 
Mr. Carl Wicklund 
Present debt on the school, Aug. 2nd, 1961 $113,862.73 Mr. Arnold Reinke, present president 


Total cost of the new school, dedicated 
on May De LOD haeab. | Satta. eee $430,000.00 
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School Class-room and 


Seventh Grade — Class of Mr. Robert Otterstatter 


bavy me ORE ‘ 
Eighth Grade — Class of Mr. R. H. Sievert, Principal 
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Fifth Grade, part of fourth — Class of 
Mr. Donald Hartwig 


xs 


Sixth Grade — Class of Mr. 


Edgar Wehausen 
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Third Grade — Class of Miss Lucille Schmidt 
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Second Grade — Class of Miss LaRene Korthals 


Miss Magdalene Pabst 


Miscellaneous Pictures 


ASCO FC > K ON PO 


Kindergarten (Afternoon Class) — Class of 
Mrs. Harold Hanson 


Kindergarten (Morning Class) — Class of 


Mrs. Harold Hanson Present Cooks of the School Lunch Program 
Left to right: Mrs. Misfeldt, Mrs. Wayne Allbee, 
Mrs. Francis Kutz 


Left to right: Mr. Alex Kerbel, Treasurer and Train- 

master: Mr. R. A. Dahms. Assistant Chairman; Mr. 

Rebert Dauffenbach, Chairman; Mr. Hubert Lemke, 

Secretary. Not shown on picture: Mr. Thomas R. 
Knoll, Ass’t. Secretary. 
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Mother - Daughter Banquet Father - Son Banquet, Rev. Walter Wegner, Calvary 


Display of old and new wedding gowns Student Chapel, Madison, is the microphone as guest 
speaker. 
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Top Left: First meal of School Lunch Prooram, March 5, 
1949. Standing (left to right): Mrs. Carl Rusch, Mrs. 
Carl Sievert, the first cooks who served the lunch pro- 
gram together for eight years. 


Top right: View of old church and second parsonage taken 
from the west side of the street. 


Middle left: Faculty of St. Paul’s Lutheran School for the 
School Year 1960-1961. Standing (left to right): Miss 
Marie Kusick, Mr. Edgar Wehausen, Mr. Donald Hart- 
wig, Mr. Robert Otterstatter, Mrs. Harold Hanson. 


Seated (left to right): Miss Ardvce Bening, Miss Mag- 
da’ene Pabst, Mr. R. H. Sievert (Principal), Miss Janice 
Schmidt, Miss LaRene Korthals. 
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Middle right: Art Window with Rock of Ages, towards 
south. Picture taken by Mr. Leonard Karnes. 


Bottom left: Knee-hole desk and chair in the sacristv, do- 
nated by Mr. & Mrs. Carl Sievert at the occasion of 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary. 


Bottom center: Mr. Chas. Gruetzman. faithful custodian for 
the tower-clock for many years. Mr. Gruetzman de- 
parted this life in May of this Centennial year. Next 
to Mr. Gruetzman: Mrs. Gruetzman. 


Bottom right: No one perhaps svent more hours on the 
preparations for the Centennial Celebration than the 
one shown on this picture. The President of our Con- 
gregation, Mr. Arnold Reinke, as a child. Insertion of 
this picture will be a surprise to Mr. Reinke. 


Mr. Walter Wetzel putting finishing touches to the Bible 
rest after it had been widened and a board reflecting the 
light to the inside had been attached to the Bible rest. 


The two cabinets donated for the narthex by Mr. & Mrs. 
Fred Rodau at the occasion of their Golden Wedding, in 
December, 1960. The man on the picture: Mr. Fred Rodau 
who built the cabinets himself. 


Mr. Lawrence Wegner, Treasurer of the School Building 
Fund since 1951. Mr. Wegner has handled a lot of money 
for the congregation during the past ten years, in which 
the debt on the school has been reduced from $430,000 to 
$113,862.73. Mr. Wegner also is on the Finance Committee 
of the Jefferson County Lutheran High School Association. 


Work is begun on the Lannon stone structure for the bul- 
letin board, a memorial donation in memory of the late 
James Bickle by the Elmer Bickle family. Mason-work — 
donated by George Bless. Left to right: Geo. Bless, Elmer 
Bickle, La Verne Bickel. 


Mr. Donald Tews, Treasurer of the Congregaticn since 1956. 
Handling the financial responsibilities of a congregation of 
our size is big business. Mr. Tews’ records are always in 
good shape. Few in the congregation perhaps realize what 
hours Mr. Tews spends in the discharge of his duties as 
treasurer. 


Mr. Herm. Loek, first part-time custodian of the church 
after the erection of the new church. Mr. Loek was the 
father of Mrs. Minna Wisch, Miss Anna Loek, and Mrs. 
Martha Lackey. 


Centennial Committee 


Revs Hy Gieschena/2.0 eee eee General Chairman 
ajames So bocktischfs:, as save nee. Ot a ee Secretary 
Arnold Reinke ................ President of the Congregation 
Car] Wicklund ........ Past President of the Congregation 
John Misfeldt .......... Past President of the Congregation 
Ed. Kutz 

Norbert Klug 2 eee President of the Men’s Club 
LloydsMack -i25523 Past President of the Men’s Club 


Mrs. Ernest Ehlers ...... President of Ladies’ Aid Society 
Mrs. Arthur Ott .. Past President of Ladies’ Aid Society 


Edgar VW ebausert muse eer sees Teacher 
R@HASICV crite: See are Maem, Me utte 9 = 300 F| Principal 


Ackuouledgements and Thanks 


To Mr. Gritpert Knoerr for the art work on the cover 
of this anniversary booklet, as also for art work prepared 
for our Centennial displays. Mr. Knoerr deserves a very 
hearty “thank you” also for having done the lettering of 
the names on the diplomas for our school graduation 
services free of charge for more than 25 years. 


To Mr. ArNotp Reinke, President of the congregation 
in this Centennial year, for assistance given the pastor 
in notifying Centennial Committee members about meet- 
ings, for his untiring efforts in promoting the different 
property improvements for the Centennial in and out- 
side of our house of worship and himself lending a help- 
ing hand everywhere (at the sanding of the church floors, 
at the carpet-laying in church, at the remodeling of the 
Men’s and Ladies’ Lounges in the basement of the 
church, at the Centennial displays, the painting of the 
parsonage garage, the encasing of the bulletin board in 
Lannon stone, etc.). Mr. Reinke was most co-operative 
and accommodating whenever the pastor asked him for 
this or that favor in the interest of the Centennial. 


To Mr. CLarENCE LANGHOLFF, a printer by trade belong- 
ing to the congregation, for preparing the “lay-out” for 
the printer of the Centennial booklet which entailed 
many hours. 


To Mr. Vitas Bent for the many hours spent in prepar- 
ing the material for our Centennial display and in keep- 
ing a record of the pictures that were supplied by mem- 
bers. 


To Miss JOANNE Heese for typing the printed material 
in this booklet (first the rough draft, then a good share 
of the master copy.) also to Mrs. Frank Krorer and 
Mrs. Forrest Winters for their services in typing some 
of the printed material and to Miss Mary Beut for typ- 
ing in connection with display material, 
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Special Committees 


CENTENNIAL BOOK COMMITTEE 
Carl Wicklund, Chairman 

Gilbert Knoerr — Clarence Langholft 
Hubert Lemke — Arnold Reinke 

Vilas Behl — Prof, O. L. Huebner 


COMMITTEE ON HISTORICAL 
MATERIAL FOR THE BOOK 
Harry Kowalke, Chairman 
Hubert Lemke 


COLORED SLIDES COMMITTEE 
Carl Rusch, Chairman — Ralph Oakey 
Floyd Pfeifer — Arthur Ott 
Leonard Karnes 


DISPLAY COMMITTEE 
Vilas Behl, Chairman 


COMMITTEE ON PROPERTY 
John Misfeldt, Chairman 


SCHOOL DEBT RETIREMENT 
COMMITTEE 


Herbert Wisch, Chairman — Arthur Ott 
Lawrence Wegner — Roland Krueger 


Acknowledgements and Thanks (cont'd) 


To Mr. R. H. Srevert, Principal of our Christian Day 
School, for assistance in the preparation of the article on 
the history of the school. 


To Mr. Harry Kowa.ke (a former president of the con- 
gregation), Mrs. Ben Lemxe, Miss JoaNNE Heese, Miss 
CaroLe Werner, Miss Marton LANcHOLFF and Miss 
Eyrvra GLANDeER for their assistance in compiling materi- 
al for this booklet from copies of the Sunday bulletin 
saved through the years together with the records of the 
congregation. 


To the members of the CentenNntAL Coxtrrrer for the 
many hours spent in making preparations for the Cen- 
tennial, 


To all members in the congregaiton who supplied pic- 
tures for this booklet and for the Centennial displays. 


To the members who volunteered their services in the 
preparations made for the Centennial (removal of the 
church benches for the sanding of the floors, painting 
of parsonage garage, removing old carpeting in the 
church, work done in Men’s Lounge and Ladies Lounge 


in the church basement, etc.) 


To Mrs. Ropert Gress and Mrs. Loren Becker for or- 
ganizing historical material pertaining to the congrega- 
tion, saved during the pastor's time, and preparing a 
scrap-book of the material in a loose leaf binder. 

To Mr. Letanp Smrru for preparing an index for the 
scrap-book on the history of the congregation. 


“Che Lord our God be with us, as HFte was with 
our fathers; let Ftim not leave us, nor forsake us, 
that Hte may incline our hearts unto Ftim, to walk in 
all Ftis ways, and to keep TFtis commandments, and Tis statutes, 


all Ftis judgments, which Fle commanded our fathers.” 


I Kines 8, 57. 58. 
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FORT ATKINSON IN 1836 
From a sketch based on local traditions. X — Location 
of Lutheran Church. XX — Dwight Foster’s log cabin, 
XXX — Location of the Old Stockade 


In July 1832, General Henry Atkinson hoped with 
his army and some volunteers to overtake Blackhawk, 
an Indian chief f, and his warriors by coming up the east 
side of Rock River and surprising him in the marshes 
about Lake Koshkonong. Blackhawk had escaped, how- 
ever. From there our army went to Burnt Village, near 
what is now known as Cold Spring. Some Winnebagos 
assured Atkinson that Blackhawk was in hiding on an 
island on the other side of Bark River. After crossing 
the river, many places that seemed to be solid ground 
were really an area of liquid mud covered with a few 
inches of sod. The horses would sink and many were 
lost. The building of a bridge was impossible with no 
foundation, 


Atkinson, becoming discouraged and _ bewildered, 
but knowing the Sadince must be driven by famine to 
give battle or to retreat, decided to build a fort to cut 
off their escape. At the point where Bark River enters 
the Rock River, Fort Koshkonong was erected. Later 
the name was changed it nor of Gen. Atkinson to 


Fort Atkinson. 


The stockade, for such it was, was formed by dig- 
ging a trench four feet deep and placing oak logs on 
end, so that they would extend above the eround about 
8 or 10 feet. Loop holes were left between the logs so 
that muskets might be used from within 
in case of attack. At one time General 
Atkinson had 4,500 regular soldiers 
soldiers camped in and about the fort. 


In the latter part of July, 1832, in- 
formation was received that Mi ve Hen- 
ry Dodge saw Blackhawk and his entire 
army Hee towards the Mississippi River. 
Atkinson sent 3000 of his troops to join 
the division under Gen. Dodge, while 30 
cr 40 men were left at the fort, which 
was abandoned after being used only 
two months. ; 


Aerial View of Fort Atkinson 
taken in recent years. 


Founding 
o4 
Gort Atkinson 


General Atkinson was criticized for his failure to 
capture Blackhawk at Lake Koshkonong. Some said he 
was cowardly, and yet some of his men respected him 
because of the precautions for which he was famous. 
The welfare of his men was important to him and he 
was a good manager, 


One of the soldiers stationed here went to Bark River 
to fish and was ambushed by an Indian. He was buried 
on the top of the hill about six rods north of where St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church now stands. The grave was sur- 
rounded by oak logs and pebbles from the river. The 
stave at the head of the grave bore the name “Peter 
Debbs”. This grave was shown to visitors until 1890 
when the hill was removed. Another soldier who was 
shot here and one other that had died of a disease were 
buried near here. 


In 1936 Dwight Foster and family with Aaron Rankin 
came to Fort Atkinson and erected a log cabin, 15 feet 
square, four rods west of the fort. 


Mrs. Foster's house was the first one built here and 
was used as a post office and an inn for travelers. 


Even though the old stockade served no purpose in 
actual defense, it has served the purpose of making an 
interesting history of our beautiful and thriving city of 
Fort Athicon. 


— Prepared by Mrs. Arnold Reinke from the booklet 
“The Old Fort at Fort Atkinscn”, supplied by 


the Hoard Historical Museum of Fort Atkinson. 
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